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: ; BIRTH. 
On March bath; at Canton, the wife 
Srapies Sacrru,of a daughter. : 
MARRIAGES. 


of H. 
i 


oF On March 29th, at Synagogue “ Ohel Leah.” 


Junret FirorEnce, the younger daughter of Mrs. 
8. A, Jceeph and the late Saul Abdulla Jogeph of 
Hongkong, ta Mr. Tror1id Totepano, ‘of the E. 
E, A., & C. Pelegraph Co., Hongkohgj youngest 
gon of Ama’eo and Mary Toledano,/ of Leghorn, 


Italy. 7 ai 1 ; eo : 
_.On April 2nd. at St. John’s Cathedral, Hore- 
“kong, by Rev.. F. T. Johnson; m.a.,,CHABLES W. 
‘May of the Hongkong and’ Shanghai 
Corporation to BarBara Dawson Huerer, 
daughter of_the late John Hanson [lunter of 
_ Inverness and ‘si of HW. E. B., Uunter of the 
Hongkotg afd Shanghai Banking Corporation. 
oS: DEATAS.: P 


Banking 


-Audience'oo the 26th, prior to leaving 
‘| on furlough. - i 


HONGKONG, SATURDAY, 4x APRIL,,1908, | 


-- "FAR EASTERN NEWS. 


It is notified in the Gazette that'the name of 


‘| the Star Fire Insurances Company, Limited, has 


been strupk off the Register of Companies. : 
'. Sir-Robart Hart was to have beén received in 
Ching 


’ A serious collapse is reported as-having taken, 
place on the new Railway near Taipo on March 
27th. -Qne of ths smaller tunnels on. the 


Hongkong side of the bore gave way, but | 


fortunately no one was injured. It is. cal- 
culated that the damage done amounts to bver 
$25,000. = . : 


When framoar No..17 was ready to leave the. 


‘Astor -Héuse corner at Shanghai at about 6 


& wall earned holiday. 


p.m, on Maroh 26 the driver got off and began 
amusing himself eating buns. The trolley wa 
fixed andthe car then started along Broadway, 
leaving the driver on the road, Another oar 
was stopped near the janotion of Seward Road 
and: the runaway car appeared in danger of 
ceming into collision with it.’ A foreign 
passenger then ran forward and putting on the 
brake stopped the car within a few yards of tha 


The Chinese in the second clase 


other ond. |! 

made & eat noise when the car started and |. 
added to the alarm felt by some of the foreign 

lady passsngers.. ; mS : 

- Mr, @! A. Woodcock, .who has for several’ 


years been tke secretary to the Sanitary Board," 
left for hdme this week. by the “ Awa Mara ” on 
- His placa: was taken, 
at the last meeting by’Dr. Pearce, but that was: 


- |icessant ringing of bells and a’ 


| was._ ornamented 


_ he season of, fogs is ‘aow with: us, 
March 31st the ‘harbour was practically 
shut out of sight by a dense fog which naturally 
linterfored .a@ good deal with navigation. 
Vessels. to dnd from Canton had rather an 
jahxious time, and several we 
ivery congiderably, - There was 
ntinueus 
‘blowing of horns throughout the night, and 
during the day these means of indicating their 
presence had to be used by many launches in 
laking their way through the-hacbour. For- | 
‘tunately no accident was teperted:-as ithe result 
of the fog: "ims 

‘An interesting ‘wedding ‘took pl at the 
Jewish Synagogue on Mar. 29th the cbntracting 
parties being Miss Jutiet Florence daughter 
of the late Mr. S. A. Joseph and. M. T. 
Toledano, of the E. E. -A. and C. /Telegraph 
Company. A-large congregation a tented to 
witness the quaint ahd interesting osremonial- 


abd ic shower good: wishes on the happy - 


who! are well known! jo the 
colony. ‘The bride who was attiyed Jn . an 
Empire gown; was given.away by her brother, 


eduple 


Z = { fos | No.4 age 
On : 


. ve ‘ 
oi A cbepwieuplacdaateu yt amet ate | a 
airy ‘ . . | 


delayed 


an in-:. 


Mr. J.-5.: Josaph,’‘and was followed by her - ie 


-mother and elder ‘sister, Miss Mozelle Josehp. . 
Two “pagés, Masters Lawrence and Hor ce 
Kadoorie, held her train. ‘The gown was of 
beautifal soft white satin 
appliqué, Brussels and silk Fitn lace. The fall 
court train of satin falling from .the shoulders 
; with: true -lovers’ knots, 
decorated with bunches of orange blossoms and 
chiffon. ‘ The bride carried ‘a bouquet of lilies 
of the valley and’ white lilac, Mr. 8, H. 
Michael acted as best man. Mr. D, H. Silas, 
assisted by Mr. H. A. Meyer, officiated.” After . 


prey trimmed with + . 


—. £: 


: the ceremony, 8 reception was hald in. the hall 

“. On March 30th, at the King -Edward Hotel i Me har { . 
Ciptain G. C. Jackson, steamer Laértes. 

‘+ “Qn 80th March. at 12.80 p.m., at the Government. 
Civil Hospital, Winiram James Hiornd, aye 42. 

_ years. At rest. | ; : 

On March’ 28rd, at Shanghai, ee Prerer 


only temporary, and probably the appoin ment 
oft his ucgessor willbe gazetted. Mr. Wood- | 


of the Jewish Recreation Club, - 
\cook hag discharged the duties of his office. with poo 
marked success, and his never failing oourtesy|) | SIR JOHN JORDAN. 


and genial personality made bim. respected ee : he ate er Te el PLene 
by the staf of thé Sanitary Department and|| Sit John Jordan, H.B.M.'s Migisteriat Peking 
endeared him to all with whom he came in con- atrived inthe colony on Mat. nae Looheaiery 
tact. Mr! Woodo ick, who has suffered several! a penne ae gemeneneen fy Sy Me. 
bereavementy ‘of late and who has had’a very] jee Ta A aaiatont Chi ae 5 Daeg yal 
Say. "time iia the pest year ile | Meyers Au My loyieg AD. 
accompanied with many good wishes for his: the. Governor; and on landing st Blake Pier was ° 


Sen eet og: eaaiad bya guard of hooout of 100 nf the 


:; iddle agiment, togethar with [the band. 
A N.C, .Daily News tq:re-psndent pros oe sree pe aT nd alia ee : . i 


Axseers, of I. M. Custome, aged 32 years. 
‘On March 24th, at Shanghai, HeEnegietra 
EnizaBeTo ARMBTRONG, Aged 25 years. ~ 
: ' AGRADECIMENTO. 
’ Guiveeemina Francisca Dos Reuepios o- 
‘wano, Jodo Joaquim Lrigta e sua esposa Evisa 
_ + ANGELINA DO Rozagio Lérpia, Lavra Lereia 
_ Lovesrro, e seu esporo Jose Wrips Lourxizo, e 
Buoexra: Lerera po Rozario, muito reconhecidos 
or tantas prove de interesse e amizade recebidos 
Fcante, a doenga e fallecimento do seu muito | 
‘chorado esposo ea tio, o Conselheiro AGOSTINHO 
’ @UILA KO O, véem: por este meio 
_protestar a sua muita gratidio para dom todas as 
: que enviaram prinaldas, que atcompanha- 
ram n’aquelle transe idoloroso e que honraram 
com as suas presengas o funeral. 
Estam tambem muito: gratis aos membros da 


f ‘| The ceuigers in the harbour fired a salute of 17 
from Peking on, March 15 :—News ,omanates}/ puns, |-The distinguished visitor was|ioonveyed 
from the Imperial Palaces that the Enrpress-:| in g ghair‘to. Government House where he will 
Dowager has -been indisposed- since last week,:| ph, the guest of Sir Frederick .and Lady. 
chiefly on.iaccount of the diplomatic diffioulties:| Tagard. . eee Pos apy Nae 
with Japan arising” from the case of the}. Next night an’ official dinner Was| given at 
“Talsn Maru.” HerMaj-sty recently granted, -Government*House- to which the following 
audiences to Princes Chun and Su, and:Dake’). jgdies and gentlemen were ‘invited :. " ae 
Tsai Ted jin the Ching-chéag Throné Hall,) 8, Admiral Sir Hedworth Lambton, H-E, 
‘” Sociedade Philarmonica por terem accompanhado Francis. 


and talked with vient for: — ae about | Colonel Darling, His Honpur’ Sir 
cle : nee Bs ed | the oritioal condition of the Chinese. Empire | pj t, the: Ho le Mr, F. H: i 

o seu dente. Honorario, sua ulfima morada. | and :her ald age (seventy-four).” Daring the pee te oe cht Ma aay pe fs, 
audience the Empresk-Dowager twice burst | Chatham, the Hanourable Mr. Rees Davies, the 
into tears and told the Shree Imperial clansmen | Fonourable Dr. |Atkinson and Mrs. Atkinson, 
that, in consequence of the unsatisfactory state | the Honourable Bir Paul Chater, His Honoar 
{ of affairs in Peking and the various provinces | yr, Justice Gomparls, the Honourable Dr: Ho 
een and China's present, relations with the Powers, | Kai, the Honourkble Mr, Wei Yuk, th | Hononr- 
able Mr. Poliock and Mrs. Pollock, Commodore 


ob 


Hongkong, 80-de Margo, de 1908. os ” sil 
a 


 - Gonghong Weekly Press,. 


‘she has bean feeling. very much depressed 
lately and ‘that, althongh she has held the teins | and Mrs. Stokes, the Honourable Mr! Keswick: 
‘of Government for over forty years, since the | snd Mrs, Keswick, Mr., Mrs. and Mis ; Chester. 
death of the-Emp3ror Hsion Fang, :she.is now | Waster, Mr. D. R. Law, His Excellency Admiral 
ata loss to kiow what to do for the salvation ‘Perrin, Flag Lieutenant Chauvin, Monsicur G. 
of China. . Her Majesty’s condition has ‘now | Liebert; Herr De. and Frau ‘Voretssoh, Mr A. 
improved, ‘but sha still keeps her room where | p, Wilder, Comm. and Madame Volpicelli, Flag § -{ . 
she is being attended by three doctorsfrom the |' Gommaniler Norris, Mr! Mayers, Ba ness'von, | -j - 
Imperial Academy of Medicine, - ' | Hutten, and Mra Breuer. a corer: 


- Honaroné Orrice: 10a, Des Vaux RoavCu, 
_ Lonpon OFFICE: 131, Fuser. Sterner, E.0, 
_—————————————————oooov—lereer 

4 ARRIVAL OF MAILS. ~ 
"2 - The. Englizh. “Mail-‘of ‘ 6th March and ti.e 
parcel mails of 26th February, by 86a ronte, 
- . \and the overland parcel mailg of March 4th, 

arrived per as. Devanha, on the 2nd inst. 

sarang : j 


‘CUM GRANO SALIS. 


a (Datly Press, 30th March.) 

./, Although there is probably no_ profession 

_in which outsiders take such a persistent 
-and_pergonal interest as that of journalism, 


joes ofthe’ old school do not often | 


dre to discuss it in public, Very often the 
very title of “journalist” ia distasteful, 
: except to the tyro and quidnune, the old 
hand,‘preferring to cat] himself a news- 
paper man. The difference of meaning is 
not capable of easy., definition, 
motive f the preference is equally esoteric. 
- Poasibly it may be traced remotely. to the 

old days when Grub Street was only-begin- 
ning to realise its power, and when society 


took what little news it could gel. -with 


ill concealed contempt for the newsgetters. 
Briefless barristers. and unincomed gra- 


duates possibly show the influence of the. 


old distaste for what undoubtedly ranked 


asa trade, for they do.not, become trades- 
men when they “go in for journalism ” ; 


they-honour ‘their newfound colleagues by 
“entering the profession.” If theré were 
not some such ‘scruple atill in existence, 
there-would be none of ¢he touchiness which 


has made journalistic institutes. so careful 


to. have their line of dcty recognised as one 
of the professions. Although now recog: 
niged by royal charter and in other legal 


ways as a profession, it caunot pretend to 


the dignity on any grounds equal to those 
professiona, such as the ;Law, the Church, 
dan Medicine, which, however hardly thé 
‘ qualifications may have been acquired, do 
‘certify. their possession with a Diploma. 
The only diploma sv far open to newspaper 


men is that of experience and success,” 


“following natural aptitude for a kind of 


work which no cramming could - bestow. ° 


‘It is the most open profession’ of all, and 
after they have got in and proved their 


right to stay in, meu of that class do not: 


worry uaduly about their social status. 
Nor do they: willingly discuss in a public 
manner things appertaining to their work, 
which they view very much as Krpurne does 
- the Indian Secret Service, as “the Great 

‘ Game.” But.the quidnuncs are ‘always 
with us; and occasionally incidents , occur 
that seeih to compel temperary sbandoa- 
ment of the decent reticence and individual 
obscurity usually preferred. -It should, be 
noted that the editorial and staff anonymity 
of conservative papers is a part of that, and 
not due-to any lack -of courage.\ By their 


fruits are they knuwn, and nothing else is 


desirable. ° If the public forgets that every 
_gentence must- have had ,an 
utterer, nnd in that forgetfulness permits 
itself to attach more importance thay it 
_ would to a signed expression of opinion, it 
is not because the fictitious importance is 
deliberatcly:sought after. There are jour- 


‘+ nalista who take themselves too seriously. . 


“In such a. largé and heterogeneous body 
that must: be, expected, but the worst 
troubles arise from the public disinclination 
to weigh and ponder mutters for themselves. 


* Nowadaysft is more than ever obvieus that 
" there is a great mass of matter written and’ 


printed which no thinker dreams’ of taking 
. geriously., It should be taken only for what 
it is. worth, and that is, for various’ reasons, 
not very- much.’ There is less danger to 
‘ be apprehended from the type of journalism 
which takes itself aw grand sérieux. It 
provokes only a tolerant smile, or should 
do so, both in and out of thé craft. Of 


. such we are inclined to label .the heroes | 
of the recent crisis in the Press Gallery of. 


‘ the Reichstag, where the reporters have 


.. gigcontmued . reporting the meetings owing 


to an offensive remark made“ by a Deputy. 
The motive of this thin-skinned, -childish, 


Lae 


aud the’ 


individual [ 


House ' of’ Commons, 


and (from @ public duty point of view) im: 
proper proceéding wag, of course, . to raise 
or'maintain “ the statuy of the profession. ‘| 
Men like Horace Gueebzy would probably!| 
cry’ “Damn your statug. Give the news,’ 
but we neticte that ‘some of our English| 
contemporaries: have obtruded their. pro-: 
fessional -sympathies -to the ext st! 
applatiding .and «upholding ; “the - pro-| 
ceeding. '‘The best. man [ ever had,’’; 
said a successful: newspaper proprietor in 
England not:long ago, “was People! 
used to cross the road: to avoid meeting, 
him.” A tdo great tenderness for: social 
approval argues in a public writer a vanity: 


‘from whidéh :his wider outlook should have 


emancipated; him ; ‘and it is difficult-‘to see 
why a personal slight by some cantankerous 
individual should stop him from “ speaking 
the truth in his heart,” or entitle him to. 
deprive a whole community of what it want. 
because dne} member of it has offended-his 
touchy dignity. A real newspaper-man is 
no longer a! human being ; he has at least 


got rid of! the human weaknesses that. 


handicap-thdse in professions of less rigorous 
requirements, The power of the Press should 
be the power -of the mills of the gods, 
griuding exceeding small and separating the 
flouf of truth from the useless chaff. Lu 
one issua, of one ‘contemporafy that bas 
discussed the incident, wé find an indignant 
disclaimer of a suggestion that its criticisms. 
could be infiuenced by its patronage, side by 
side*with .expréssed approval of the overt, 
admission ‘of the “Reichstag reporters that, 
the doing of. their duty is subject to-a 
general cecofuition and courteous gousilera- 
tion ‘of their uuprofegsional susceptibilities. 


‘The .idéal?- journalist. would ignore both: 


financial.and social rewards; the ordinary 
journalist would do well not to proclaim his 
indifference to, one form of consideration 
while exposing his susceptibility to ynother: | 
The “honour of the ‘prefession” is, in no} 
danger,'s0 long as We go ‘un honotrably | 
working. Performancos:are preferable to} 
protestations, though their recognition may ; 
cecm longer:a-coming. one 


SHANGHAI PLURAL VOTING. -.; 
i oo —+-—_~—7". ae? 
‘ «(Daily Press, March 31st.) - 
Elsewhere we quote an opinion on 


: lural 
voling.by Shanghai ratepayers. Our rnders 


‘have been fully informed of the nature of, 


the mecting leading up to that expression o 
opinion, . It bas often been poiuted out how 
uuique in’ many respects 
settlement at ‘the northern ‘port. Jy this 
matter it ig net so unique There is a 
considerable amount of resemblancé between 
the position. of those Shanghailanders who 
want- “one {man one. vote” and those 
Britons who want to abyslish the House of 
Lords. The plural votes at Shanglai are 
largely those of absenieea, just as the really) 
crushing vetoes .of the Peers are mainly; 
managed by those who attend only fur suc 

special occasions. ‘The show of hands @ 

the-aunual ratepayers’ njeetiny i+, like thg 
adequate for all 


ordinary purposes of administration. ‘The 


ballot with plurality 1s régarded, like -thé | discomfort later. 


Upper House, as a constitutional safeguard: 
—that is, by those who believe in its value 
Like those who regard the -House of DBords | 
as a reserve force of the fory Pasty, there 
are sume at Shanghai who view the ballo 
as a mere ecard up ‘the. official sleeve, or 4 
trump saved by the Municipal Councillors 
to’ decide a .tisky| rubber...” The official | 
apologists say that the absentee vote was 
provided for by eee Land Re 
gulations as a check upoit votes. of th 
ratepayers which might call for. revision of 
reconsideration, aad ‘they admit that . it 


| resigued in a boy, 


is the ‘farcign||; 


‘ments are flagrantly 


should be appedled to only in, exceptional 

cases. ~ A similar|.argument has been ‘used - 
in defence of the House of Lords, and it . 
does not need meh perpen foe that ;. 
—assuming the Lords are biassed alwayg to. ~ 
the Tory sidej:ahd assuming likewise that. ” 
the-F <fotes of Shanghai~are available 
‘always in-support of the Council in power— 
it wil not bold water. -Tha answer to 
it is, taking the/aforesuid assumptions for 
granted, tbat ‘it, is: withheld so long as the - 
ratepayers do what is expected of them, and 
that when ‘they vote ‘‘contrary,” or:assert | 
their will-in-opposition to thitof the Coun. | 
cil in- anything ;that -feally mattérs; they 

are-at once robbed of their sovereign ‘right ° 
iand power.: This is” plausible, and; wore 
there. no other arguments, our sympathy | 
would go promptly to the agitators, ‘and: ° 


‘against: the socalled “ feudal’? system.” | 


“But here comes in again the uniqueness of -: 


“Shanghai. At the last ratepayers’ unbeting |... 


at Shanghai it ssems sufficiently obvious. . 
‘that the plartl and—or absentee vote ‘saved 


the mecting from makiug itself ridiculous. . > 


‘lie Municipdé! Council Joes seem to have - 


‘shown some extravagance in mingr matte*s.. 


At atime when the growth of the: Settle- 
ment. inevitably. involves heavidr axpen- 
diture,-when big and’ costly wotks march - 
with a ‘depression in trade, such|symptoms 
of up-to-diiteness as investing in motorgars 
‘for official use was bouud to qitract une. 
favourable comment. It alsa seems to be 
admitted that the-feeling ia fevour of all ~ 
possible retrenchment was, gener: lly shared, _ 
hy official: as well us uaofficial and: that: - 
any reagonable suggestions ‘would’ have. 
beeu welévmed “all!. round. “|The sore- -- 
‘noss‘at . dypressed. trade and vrowiug rates 
did not warrant, however, suc hints aud 
jusjnustions as were throwo out by ‘one or 
two critica of the Council. Stull less was 
thoré any - warrant for such! a purely 
obstructive and useless vote aa-that which . 
wiuld have cens ited the Council by thavw- 
ing out its. Budget initscntirety. Ha.l the 
Council 
nnd left the object ars 
to form a new Goverament and fraine. 
i new Budget, it would have’ been a fine. 
commentiry on 
retrenchment, 
too ‘serious, however, to view-as an object 
lesson, and’ the Council, ig overlooking. 
the personal aspect of the vote, and utilising 
the constitutional meaus of correcting an 
ad captandunr blunder, seem to have shown 
quité a becoming sense of public duty, which ‘ 
most of the ratepayers, in their subsequent 
calmer mOtients, have probubly recognised... 
To propore axnendments embadying explicit ~ 
ingiructions ast, thé desire 1 retreachments 
‘and ‘curtattinénts of. the Estimates would” 
have béen'wise, and no plural voting would 
have been likely, to prevent acquiescence 
with the wis'tes of the electorate so express- 
ed, but to-refuge to pass the Budget at all, 
amid cheers’ and -laughler, was on @ par . 
with the uct -of rebellious’ schoolboys who 
decide upon-a “ barring out,” aud who, for ‘- 
the gratification of a momentary ebullitioa, 
cheerlully acegpt .the certainty ,of serious 
Dee eee a EEEEEUEEENRTTURTNIND 
———— 


A DISCURSUS. 


ae 
(Daily Press, Aprif lst.) . 
-Womeu-(this is a fairly genera masculine 
impression) do not always desire truta, They 
prefer,. even jeben they kuew the, complix . 
-mendacious,. to hear ~ 
pleasant things ral..oc than eandid. Men 
(this also is a fairly general masculine. 
impression) are different. They are less 
emotional, less sentimental,” and their“ , 
superior reagoning faculties require above 


choked over the affront, Had it - - 


the talk of econotny and: | 
The threatened impasse was 


- April 4, 1908] ©; 
all the naked truth. 
have votes-now, and’ why;they consider 
‘. women unfit.to have votes. Taking them at 
their own valuation, we are going to venture 
on some home-truths—that is to say, on 
what we believe to be trutha, We indulge 
in this preamble because we feel. sure they 
will not sound-pleasant. e 
His Excellency the Governor must, share 
any obloquy that in conscquence approaches 
‘us. -It was his speech to the. Volunteer 
Reserve Association that set us thinking, 
‘and prompted ustothis rashness. ‘The main 
object of that Association is to train its 
members to shoot their country’s possible 
eneinies. Many prizes are offered as 
inducements to make them improve their 
marksmanship, but no member is expected 
. to'join as‘a-“ pot-hunter,” nor even for the 
_ sport of the thing: We have no right, of 
course, to aver that not a single member 
joing with the idea in bis mind: of one day 
taking part in-war, but we have the right.to 
say that we would receive any statement to 
the contrary with scépticism. ‘Though it 
is not ‘merely a sporting sssdciation,” we 
. should be surprised to learn that anybody 
'.. ever joined it except as a means of affording 
diversion. Evidently the pot-lunters, ifany, 
-are very few; but it eeems only reasonable 
to us that the majority view their connection 
with it as a hobby, to be taken up when 
required, and ignoréd when not. ‘ We 
cannot expect,” said His Excellency, “ that 
every member shall keep his patriotism 
burning at fever heat and go every week to 
the range to shoot ag a regular soldier daes 
his course of musketry.’’ Of course not. 
And moreover, candonr suggests that it is 
not feverish patriotism that makes the 
regular soldier do bis duty. He does it 
because: it is his duty. A sense of ‘duty 
-should make the Reservist or. Volunteer as 
regular-as the soldier, but then the soldier 
is obliged to be regular—the others are not. 
There ig a reAson for this lack of patriotism 
- and for this.absence of the sense of their 
_ obligations, and His Excellency himself gave 
the clue when he spoke of ‘‘ generations of 
immunity from invasion.” Potentially we 
have no doubt whatever thut-every Briton’ 
- is patriotic to the backbone, but. genera- 
tions of peace at home -have resulted in a 
‘natural development by an 
evolutionary process. Real patriotism of 
the “ fever heat” variety exists:‘now only as 


the human caudal appendage ‘exists, in a’ 


rudimentary form. .We have to break 
through the skin to find: ‘it. “We really 
believe it ‘is true and ‘just to say of 
the great .majority of our countrymen 
that they have got very close to the 
Chinese intellectual contempt, of physical 
warfare, and for. similar reasons, His 
Excellency referred to demonstrations of 
martial spirit during the South African 
War. -Hecertainly was not admiring the 
‘Cmaffickers,’ so he. must have meant the 
large numbers who volunteered for active 


service. It is unpleasant “but true that even | 


.. from those, great reductions must be made, 


before we can begin-to deduce ~the real. 


patriotic spirit. There: again was “the 
sport of the thing.” 
worthy motives, desire for change, and 
i mere’ emotionalism. ‘One man confided to 
| . us that he had for years believed war to be 
-'an ignoble professign) unworthy of hu- 
manity, and that. in -cases of ordinary 
necessity he would cheerfully let his coun- 
try’s success depend on mercenaries, He 
might (he would go no further than that) 
take,up arms if an enemy Were at our very 
ga.es, aud his family, property, and home 
were in danger, Seeing a friend departing 
for “the frout,” with the band playing 
“ Soldiers of the Queen,” he suddenly: felt 


That is why they all. 


ordinary. 


There, too, were less. 


“ft 


_ 
’ 


CHINA GVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


@ curious thrill, and an ‘irresistible impulse 
to voluntéer himself. In this glow of what 
he believed to be patriotism, he did sp the 
same day, and (he said) repented the same 
evening. - All night he mentally dwelt on 
the realities he row: foresaw, felt sare |that 
at the first crisishe would prove unworthy 
and unfit, and all his contempt for “ legal 
murder’’ revived, He was quite’ honest 


about it, deplored his “ cowardice,”. ag he - 


called it, but declared that his chief feeling 
was shame at his treachery to his own 
mental convictions. 
kill a single Boer-; had: doubts, in fact| as 
to the justice of the war. All these shame- 
ful confidences were needlessly made after 
his application had been refused. - He was 
rejected -becatise he had a wife and family 
dependant upon him. ‘ We are quite sure he 
would have been like many more when the 
time.came, and done his duty worthily, but, 
it was evident his was uot the right patript- 
ism. It was a mere emotion begotten | of 
music—not only the melody of the military 
brasses, but the music of marching tet fd 
of the cheers ef the crowd. One implies 
inore. It is unnatural to suppose that one 
unique. At‘that time, moreover, the coun- 
try was not -calling for volunteers. It is 


within our Knowledge that many men offered: 
themselves about then with motives it woald. 


not now be seemly to betray, as‘some died, 
and othera:redeemed their initial fault by 
good service. - With regard to volunteering 


generally, it ig on record how many hastened’ 


to resign when the risk of being summoned 
to active service’ was supposed to 


fo show that with some at least the sport 
was the thing. We haye no scorn or blame 
for them, ‘iy the way.. We repeat’ that 
the’Chinese contempt of soldiering is not 
peculiarly Chinese, Given the conditions, 
it is bound to grow. In this matter of war, 


if'-amjle consideration be given t9 it, .the 


reflection is inevitable that the nations have 
all become “ pot-hunters.’’ Wars nowadays 
are for material rewards. “ La , gloire” 
appeals no more ag it .used to do. - War is 
practically universally regarded as a 
Tegretlable necessity now; it used 
be a pleasing enterprise, lightly entered 
upon, for .“the* sport of the ‘thing.’ 
Even His Excellency, who .has praved 
himself ‘ii’ the imminent deadly breach,’” 
hopes war will ‘never coma.” It is un- 
pleasant, but true, to say that no one hopes 
for, or talks of, or recommends war except 
those who do not know personally what: it 


means, and who do not expect. to have to | 
Let them that make the 


take part in it. 
quarrels be the only ones to fight, and then 
see how peaceful the world would besos, 
The hearty British aversion tov conscription 
ia cnough to warrant our remarks regarding 
the ‘average opinion. of soldiering, and if 
does not seem too much to add that the 
‘aversion to; the régular drill anil trainiag 
‘in the Voluntéers is suggestive of the real 
ispirit of the average member of the Volun- 
teer Reserve Association. “There igs‘no réal 
reason (especially if patriotism and public 
duty .are professed). why ninety-five per 
cent. of the-memlers should not join the 
regular Volunteers,. In justice to them as 
a body, we assume. that they make no such 
claims, that they do not share the view of 
His Excellency and of Sir Henry Ber. 
KELEY as to the objective of the Association. 
They were, at the annual meeting, in a 
positiom similar to that of thé women we 
mentioned at the commencement. of this 
essay in candour, swallowing compliments 
they did not deserve. If they liked them, 
and believed them, they will resent. the 


He had no desire to- 


be. 
imminent, and this must be noted in order |. 


to 


foregoiug comments, as a woman would: 


resent a man telling her that she was not 


t et a 


really in the first bloom. of ‘youth. So we 
transpose the masculine phrase, “ men are ° 
different,” into question form, and enqnire, 
“Are they?’ -Do they prefer pleasant 
speeches to statements unpleasant but just ?. 
Sombtimes we wonder. Incidentally thére 
was the Carer Justice's remark that there ° 
are fno such things as geutlemon in the 
English courts now.’ Unhappily ambigu- . 
ous, we will not pretend to misunderstand . 
that remark. ItNs, of Sade be restatement | 
of the old humbug that all then are equal 
in.tha sight of the law. It is pleasant :- 
hearing, but it isn’t true yet, while we have. - 
imprisonment “in the first class’ for men . 


like a Nevisie who- steals hundredg of -- *~ 


pounds worth of jewellery, and another cl. 

for. the offender who poaches a rabbit or 
fsteals a loaf of bread. Long ago, when the 
study of human ‘nature- was perhaps not. 
seriously attempted, someone wrote that : 
“all men are liars.” Nowadays we say 
that every mau ‘is the soul of honour till. ~ 
he is proved otherwise.. Cowardice is now 
defined as an achter intéllectual. perception: ~- 
of peril; theft is kleptomania; falsehood . 
ig términological inexactitude;. a cheating 
representation is -‘a custom of the trade”’; ° 
in,short, a-spade is an. agricultural imple- 
ment, and hardly even that. While-it is 
vulgar, vifuperative, indiscrect, and f de- ., 
cent to call it .a spade, are men so! very 
different after all ?. 


“ CONSULAR REPORTS, {. oh a ote 
(Daily Press, April 2nd.) _ \, 

It has been remarkel that no one. ever’ 
oxpects’to see anything humotous ina comic _ 
paper; and now a writer in the Fur Eastern. | 
Review bids us. abandon, ay inte of 


finding iu commercial reports. any informa- 
tion of business value. Notte misrepresent 
him, Mr. Josera J. Kezaax, who des¢ribes * 
himself as “a practical business man! with 
sufficient successful experience in foreign 
maxkets. to enable him to judge fairly,” — 
devotes his stricturés to what-he calla “ the 
‘absence of value” inthe ‘ Daily Consular | 
and Trae Reports” issued by the American 
‘Bureau of Manufactures of. the Dapart-. 
nent of Commerce and Labour.” There is. 
no sart of divinity hedging practical ie 
men; they are more approachable | than 
kings; and- on occasion’ they have | been 
known to cat and talk with unbusinesslike 
outsiders. ‘Asa diredt result of this human “. 
trait, we have been enabled to acquire an © 


idea of their attitude toward the various . 7 


people’ who condescend to adyise them from 
time’ to time. - We regret to say that they 
sometimes fail to be- overwhelmed, with 
gratitude for the voluntary ~ assigtancs 
proffered them in- their pursuit of fftune 
“They read newspapers because. they what to. 
know the news, and it appears they|/never 
hope to ‘obtéin from them any valuable 
commercial ‘ tips.”” When they encounter, : 
as they often do, a consular report in the~ 
public press, they read it if they happbu to 
have time and nothing better to do. -| They 
entertain -the singular idea that business 
men know their owa business,and that few 
real business men ever give unything away 
‘gither to journalists or consuls. Mr. KEEGAN — 
is a business man who seems to have been 


‘reading American consular reports for their 


humour, as a mental relaxation. Of any . 

othes valae they.may have he is more than 
sceptical. Their information is neither 
substantial nor authentic, :he says. : 
itis only optimistic réports that aré noticed 
by tha public, but there iganother kind that 
sometimes gets big headlines, “ usually 
consisting of abusive remarks «directed 
against the American manufacturer for-his 
lack of entérpriae, or for what is commonly “” 


Mostly’. - -” 


4 


~ 
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. 


alluded to aa ‘defective American packing.’ }.well that the experts who alone have them 


In this connection, Mr. Kexcan, defends 
_the ‘American manufacturer strenuoutly, 
but with -some carelessriess, -for “later 


in the -same article he remarks, {In the: 


“Bnited States, as in . other countries, 
there are two kinds of manufacturers; the 
one who understands export trade and the 
one who-does not. «she former is greatly in 
the minority,, but usually has had sufficient 


'. - -Wardy: practical. expericuce with foreign 


i 
| 
I 


__ trade ‘to be independent of any slight 


_ ‘agsistance which the Consular Report might 
possibly give him.” Evidently the Consu- 


2. + Jar Reports that Have earned Mr. K'nEGAN’s 


\ 


4 
i 
Se 


ie 


_’ | Mr, Kesaan’s. 


ny 


contempt till 


have “a . future, as 
, American manufacturers who are ignorant 
“constituté the great majority. Still, though 


‘ admittedly incompetent, :they ought not to 


be abused go. No European‘government,” 
Mr. Keraan of Manila, “ makes a 


remarks 
business of publishing dllegations against 
its qwanufacturers for the Lol to read.” 
: We certaitily have never met with sucha 
statement as that the majority ‘of British 
i manufacturerg-do not understand the export 
tradd, and we do not expect to. 
the : British mauufactirer as a 
‘depends, not on Consular and ‘jourvalistic 
.-advice, but on the suggestions and de 
mands of his‘agents or impoiting ‘repre- 


sentatives, who have expert. knowledge that 
E Mr. | 


“they do wot distribute broadcast. 
Kercan has not quite realized this. His 
opinien is that “‘sensible assistance is given 
to their manufacturers’ by the British; and 

- German governments and fo their manu. 
-facturers only. “This timo thd! italics are 

] Their systems of obtaining 
information regarding trade opportunities 

_ might well be, copied by our government.” 
Our impression is that the .system and 
source of such information is identical 

- jn Britain and - America, oxcept that 


°- America gives its “bearsay information” 


gratis, while Britain charge a penny for 
it. To. business men, if ‘We may -believe 
business men, it. has? about. equal value. 
‘What Mr. KeecAn says of American con- 
sular reports, thav thcy are compiled as a 
“matter. of duty by wen who have had no 


business training, that they consist for the 


- most part of statistics of no'practical. value, 
and that they are usually based on inadc- 
quite enquiry amoug the right sources, has 
beén said over and over again of British 
Consular’ réports also,, For instance, the 
following passage is startlingly like one that 
regularly does duty in the British press -- 

A manufacturer is fold, that there is ‘a 

= growing demand for American goods of tha 
class he makes, in such and sich a place, and 
that “at present the cleiper European makes 
control the market” ba', “if the mavufaoturors 
in the United States will muke the proper 
effdrts” they will get “a share of -this vast 
trade.” To assist him in “making the proper 
efforts” a table of slatistics is given,.none of 
whioh deal with necessary delails regarding the 
net cost, at the Muaropean point of shipment, of 
the articles which: control thé market, freight 
and ‘insurance rates, landing ‘and other local 
charges’ at the’ point cf destination, together 
with all possible data regarding strength. and 
dimensions of material used -in . packing - the 
goods:.’ These details are not given. Neither 

_ ig the manufacturer told what extra commissions, 
petty charges, etc., are tacked on to the original 
cost by the local commission agent who imports 
for the-native buyer.. Many . other. details 
regarding invoicing, drafting, ote., are likewisa 
outi Some names of possiblé buyers are 

. pérlfaps given but no American: or European 
area are named to whom the maa atact ee 

may apply for information as to the commercial 

- standing of the merchants.: | Be A 

Wo do not think such’ growls ever 
enianate from the business ‘mea themselves. 
They-do not demand such details, they do 


not expect them, ‘because they. know very 
ak = : - Q 2 \ - 


the. 


But thén . 
rule’ 


“at their fingers’ ends.” would not gi: 

them to the enquiring Consul or journalist. 
British .pnd German trade -information- 
carinot be officially collected and con- 
fidentially divulged .only to their .manw- 
facturers,|as Mr, Keecan supposes. What 
ig supplidd may be “sensible agsistance,” - 
but it is certainly not more private than the 
-American reports; and commercial infor- 
mation of the really valuable ‘order loses, 
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rauch of its' value if not--kept close in its” 


own commercial circles. During a long and 
respectful association with. business men 
‘we have managed to learn that simple fact. . 
| A business man is frankly curious regarding 
the “ secrets’? of others, but regarding ‘his 
own he is a very oyster. In view of that, 
we are bound to put in a word in defence of 
the Consuls go scathingly criticised by this 
young but eminently successful contributor 
to.the Far Eastern Review; for wo realize 
fully the nature of the difficulties in the way 
of mecting his requirements. eee 


-OPIUM.. 


ot 

(Daily. Press, April 3rd.) - 0 3 
- Sir Joun Jozpan thinks that “ to sweep 
away in a geéade habits which have been 
the growth of at least a century aud which 


: | Feductioa and aka ith 


have gained a firm hold.upon eight millions. 


of the adult population of. China is a*task 
which has been rarely .attempted with. 
success in’ the Course of history... Sach 
cautious phraseology is a. diplomatic habit, 
or he might ‘safely havé said that history 
records no sith successful attempt.in any 


empire-Fhe British Minister at Peking | 


does not; like some, doubt the sincerity of 


the Chindse Government,: but with regard’ 


to its. opium edicts, he does more—he 
doubts its competence. He says that ‘the 
Central Government has largely lost the 
power to impose ils will upon the provinces.” 
Of lato years tliere have‘been not a few 
instances adducibl: in support of such a 
view, and it wightlalmost be wdded that the 
more remote @ province is from Peking, the 
. Jess respect jt-seeins to pay to instructions 
‘emanating therefrom. -In the matter of 
reducing the growth and consumption of 
opium, this position of affairs, if admitted, 
has a peculiar significance. Railways and 
telegriiphs all over China should do'a great 
‘deal !o restore the power Peking ought to 
‘haye of imposing its will upon.all the 
provinces, but there seems as little-room to 
hope to see that within ten years'as there-is 
to see the opium habit eradicaled within 
the sanie period. ‘If the Cantoriese can 
safely show so much contumacy at \they do, 
what may not the Szechwauese, who pro- 
duce the bulk.of China’s native’ grown 
opium’ (200,000 piculs per annum) or thd 
Yunnanese; the next largest "growerd 
(30,000 pieuls) } “The three. provinces inost 
remote from Peking, and the three, as wa 
suggest, the. least amenable in the natural 
order of things to the imposition of the 
Imperial will, tagether contribute more than 
three-fourths of China’s annual total - of 
316,000 piculs bf home grown opium. Sir 
Joun- Jokpan’ realizes: the difficulty of 
“reforming people ‘by : legislative enact- 
nent,” if. the teetotallets-now so -busy in 
Great Britain do’ not;.but still more he 
recognises, and tells Sir Epwarp Grey that 
the Chinese recognises also, the fiscal sidd 
of the question. It is clear that -th 
reduction of .the import, of foreign opium). 
agreed to by the Government of India o 
their part, is nothing new. - Their consen 
simply amounts to hastening and éolargin, 
a decrease that has been progressing during 
the last twenty years, until: .now the; total 
production of native opiuui is about tei 


! 


* Caepelt 4, 1908. 
‘times as great as. the amount of opiam |” 
imported. ‘Fhete is ample. excuse for! the 
scepticism shown 
Shanghai Municipal Council in the fact, 
that cannot possibly have escaped the: notive 
of Peking, that the revenue. derived from 
native opium iq roughfy about eight finies 
that of the amount derived from import 
dues.‘ The figures, as By by Sir Jorn |, 
JORDAN, are respectively Tis. 46,000,000 
and Tls. 5,711,711, Thus this reform is} 
going to cost China, after it has whoBy 
“aucceeded, over ‘fifty. million taels’ a iyear. 
“TF. it only partially _ succeeds, 
extent of barring only the 
‘drug, the immediate loss in reverue- 
will be the smaller sum. China’s willing: * 
ness to lose ‘those: five or six millions per 
annum has ‘been advanced by the angi-|" 
opium people as evidence of her sincerriy. 
They: overlook in so doing the self-evident’ 
fact that this loss would be simultaneously 
more than’ -covered ‘by. an immedmte 
augmentation of the enormous revenue from 
the home préduct, but that- China wo 


- | overlook this lis unlikely in tlre extreme. 


Of .course the Edicts provide for t 
the: native crdp, and if the British Minister 
be wrong in doubting their effectiveness, . 
and: if m ten yéars or even less there 
should be an appréciable reduction in’ thef 
larger revenue, it would be monstrously: 
unfair not to reduce accordingly the foreign 


fo! the. 
forvign = 


the abolition of : 


by the, Chairman ‘of! the- . 


supply, comparatively: small though it-- - - 


‘It is, however, evident that for 
dome China has the mate 
whatever t 


already is. 
some years to 
largely in her own hands, 
foreigners may or may notdo. 
ofthe ‘vice can be effectivel tackled, if at 
all, regardless of the foreign contribution 
of one-tenth. Tostrain at that gnat, before 
attacking the camel in real edrnest, is-bound 
to. suggest to most reasonable observers: & 
certain insincerity,. 
at- present. most feared by all who ‘have 
been. considering the position impartially! 
The Chinese say- that “if this: reform - 
[the-. discontinuation 
Hatiye article] is 
the importation of Indian opiuar mus 
‘alsox be ‘prohibited: -. within the same 
perio] [ten-.years] so ‘that both may come ° 
to an'end together.” That does not follow 
at all. ‘Fhe contention ‘may be upset by 
simple arithmetic. G 

ment really intends that reform, if it really 
believes it can-stop the production and: eon” 
sumption of the native opium in ten yes 

it would be content with a promise (which. 


Ififhe Chinese Governie | 


The curiag 


would of cotirsa be readily given and faith- 
fully kept) that foreign supplies stiould- nob. , 


be increased. No one, not 
rabi:- missionary, woild dare to. suggest 
that,in such circumstances, foreigners would— 
dream of profiting by? China’s nodle sélf : 
‘sacrifice, At the end of the decade, or as 
goonias China’s sincerity and -ability were 
proved by her action, foreign supplies could - 
belsammarily stopped, and nob even vested 
interests could grumble, for every annuaf. ” 
diminution im the native trade shodld count. 
as aiwarning to.them of the inevitable finish. 
the traffic, Meanwhile, to. 


of their share in the 
explain why we italicised two words of the’ 


Chinese contention, and our reference to pa 


arithmetical démonstration of its fatlacy, | 
effect.of the Chinese reform would be'a nine- 
-tenths reduction ofthe vice, even. if’ the: 
‘foreigners did not. help: at all. As it ia; - 
the Chinese (and their missionary friends) 
expect the foreigners to begin, tp 
example.  “l 
assure us of their sincarity: We: need ‘not 
be dahamed of ‘entertaining these doubts, 
for the Chinése return the. compliment. . In 
theit proposals to” 


ee iY 


which is‘ just what 13; 


of ‘the trade in the: . 
to have: any Heels ; 


o 


“gat the - 
“This policy does not: tend to - - 


the British Government 


even the most\- - 


: ‘ 
27 ee é 
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_ they’ plainly said that the amount of foreign 
opium prepared at Hongkong “‘is sure to 
be greatly increased by the suppression of 

‘ the native opium trade.” So it would, in 


‘the ordinary course of things, but then it is 


not to be supposed we would allow it, if we 
were once cdnvinced.of China’s good-faith. 
-Let China‘ show-a serious appearance of 
. the suppression of the native opium trade,” 
and the Governor of Hongkong will. not 
neglect hia responsibility in the- matter, 
nor the Indian Government, nor~ the 
British.. Our: task is the easier, because 


.. - #0 much smaller. Yet, though it’ is‘ com- 


paratively small, it means a great deal 


to us, if there is to ba no good result after | 


allin the shape-of real reform, and we too, 
remember that the amount of native opium 
“is sure to be greatly increased by the 
suppression of the foreign opium trade,” to 
transpose the Chinese argument. Let 
“China begin with her nine-tenths and we 
undertake to end our one-tenth as goon ns or 
gooner than she does hers, But, ‘say the 
missionaries, China has begun. It -seems 
‘ that she has,in parts, and that she has not, 
_ in other parts. Most of the evidence. is 
" us‘less, for the missionaries look through 
optimistic spectacles, and we hava to 
regret in this connection that Sir Joun. 
Jozpan should have advised the Consular 
officials to obtain their evidence from such 
Witnesses. This is not an impugnment of 
the veracity or honour of missionaries, but 


sitaply the usual judicial objection to | 


biassed or partial testimony. Sir ALEXANDER 
showed that in one particular, the 
higher taxation of native opium; Peking 
. had not been quiteingenuous. Mr. Lzkcu, 
the Councillor of the Legation, notes. that 
the Central Government had ‘not . been 
altogether satisfied with the result of its 


_ Tepeated . Edicts; that sundry people had 


died in eon of having to give. up 
opium-sntoking ; ‘that “if opium goes, ;its 

lace will not-long be. empty, and if 
its substitute js one which produces 
aggressive action rather than sedative in- 
action, the change will scarcely be a ggod 
one ;” and that in the provinces reform has 
been greatly hampered by financial consider- 
ations. He argues “ good intention’” from 
the fact that every province has taken “note 
of the Edicts in some formal-way, but his 
own evidence shows clearly enough that: 
* such formnality was in most cases merely ‘to 
“gave face’’. i ie the missionary evidence 
shows that in’ numerous districts nothing 
‘real’ was done or attempt--d. In the chief 
. growing centres there was merely a pretence. 
of obedience, though here ‘and {there odd 
missionaries were misled into enthusiastic 
reports of progress, or signs and symptoms 
of it. In general, says Mr. Leecu, no 


atfention has heen paid throughout the | 


_ Empire to the order to restrict cultivation, 


Mr, Edward & Little of Shanghai writes ;— 


* For two yearg in succession the miuority has 


ruthlessly used its power fo crush thé majority 
‘in our ratepayers’ jameot. Last year a 
Majority of eighty /Wwas turned into a minority 
by the votes of two/or three men. This year 
majority of forty one is turned into a minority 


x “by the votes of tWwo-men and « heavy edditional . 


tax fastened on an already burdened community. 
It is evident some three or four mien can control 


the affairs of this Settlement of half a million |- 


‘inbabitan(s—an‘anomaly that must come, to an. 
,end. The system is entirely r-pugnant to all: 
modern political life. 
time on will fight for “one man one vote” and 
will ultimately win. .The poll must go The 
, Sooner all ratepayers put their shoulders tothe 
*, acoomplishment of this task the sooner will‘ th 
‘ gtrvival of feudal times disappear, sail 


Ratepayers from this: 


ery . moe . . 
_& : t 
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CHINA. OVERLAND TRADE REPORT 
|, HONGKONG LEGISLATIVE 
-.. COUNCIL. | ) 


A meeting’ of the Hongkong. Legislative 
Council was held yesterday in the Council 
Chamber.” - ae ; : 

, - PRESENT :— : 
His EXcgLLENCY. THE GovgeNor, 
FReDERICK JoHN Darter: 
K.C.M.G., C.B,D.3.0.° 

Hon. Mr. F. H. May, C.M.G. (Colonial 
Secretary). .. - ia 

"Hon, Mr. W.-: 
General), — : a 

Hon, Mr. A: M. THomson (Colonial Trea- 
strer). : ; tie & : 

Hon. Mr. W.. CuatHam,,C.M.G. (Direotor of 
Pnblic -Works). . : 

Hon. Mr. A. W. Brewin’ -(Registrar- 
General). - _ 
= Hon, Commander Bast 
(Harbour Master). ‘ 

.Hon. Dr. Ho Kar, M‘ Bi, C.M., C.M.G. - 

Hon, Mr, H. BE. Potuocg, K.C. 

Hon. Mr. Wet. Yur. . 

Hon, Mr, H. Keswick. 

Hon. Mr. E. Osnorne, ; 
- Mr. C. CLementt (Clerk :of Co 

{ise MINUTES. 

‘The minutes of ‘the previous Mmesting were 

read, and-confirmed. S ; é 


Sre 


_RRES Davixs, (Attorney- 


LR. H, Tayior, RN. 


unoi Is), 


42. 


P-.PERS. 


The CoLonran SECRETARY, by direction of |_ 


-H. E. the Governor, laid’ on the table the 
following papers. Report on Queens’ College 
for the year 1907, and. Report of fhe Harbour 
Master for the pear 1907. a 
FINANCIAL MINUTRS. ; 

The Hon; CoLONIAL -‘SekcRRTakRy, by direo- 
tion of Hig Excellency the Governor, laid on 
the table Financial Minutas Nos. 9 to 13 and 
mored ‘that they ba referret t) the Finance 
‘Committee. _ i ea, 

The CoLONIaAL—EeiasuRER seconded, and 
the motion wa’ agreed to. arn 

a FINANCIAL, 

The CoLonrai, Secretary, b 
His Excellency the Governor. laid. ; 
the Report of the Finaace Committee (No. 4), 
and moved ita adoption. . : 

. The CoLonta TeHasuURER seconded, and 
the motion was agreed to, | __ ; 

‘ HONGKONG-CANTON RAILWAY.” ,. 

The following resolation stood in the name 
of-the Colonial Secretary :— ; 

_ It is hereby resolved that a'snm of four 
million and twenty thousand dellara ($4,020,000) 
be advanced ‘out of funds in\the oustody of 
the Goverament for.the purpose of construc ion 
of ‘ the-Hongkohg-Canton ‘Railway (British 
Section) during the year 1908. ; 
' The CoLontaL Secrerary aaid: This 
resolution. was referred '{o the Finance 
Committee-abd there was:a redaction to the 
sim stated in the resolution -in consequence of 
certain sums being dedacted from the estimated: 
expenditure in accordance wit 1 your Exosllanoy's 
directions, 8 .°., oe het ie 

‘The CoLoNIat TeraauRme seconded, ‘and 
the resolution was carried; _ , . hoe 

: FOREIGN CORPORATIONS ORDINANCRE,’,” 

The ATTORNEY-GENEGAL moved. the! first 
reading ofa Bill entitled An Ordinance to enable 
Foreign 
in’ the Colony. :. CS it ; 

The COLONIAL SecReT:RyY seconded, 
the motion was agreed to. , aes 
WHARF AND’ GODOWN C)MPANY-8 BYE‘LAWS, 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved the first 
reading of a Bill ontitled An Ordinance to 
authorize the‘making of Bye laws by the Hong- 

harf and Godown Com- 


_kong and Kowloos W 
LONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and 


pany Limited. 
;The Co 
the motion wag agreed to. : 


‘direction of 
on the table 


+ 


-and 


PUBLIC HEALTH AND BUILD NGS ORDINANCE 
i ‘  - (AMENDMENT) ‘BILL. ; : 
| The ATTORNBY-G8N%RAL moved the second 
reading of the Bill entitled An Ordinance to. 
amend the Public Health-and Buildings Ordi- 
nance, 1903, and The Pablio Health and ‘Baild- 
ings Amendment Ordi“ance, 1903. - 
Hon. Dr. Ho Kar—I wonldask that thesecond 
reading of.ihe Bill be pastponed for three weeks. 
The: lation into Chinese is not regdy yet 
bet it will be -ready some time -next week and, 
*thdn there willlbe only two or three weaks for 


i 


Luaarp, |: 


Corporations to aoquiraand hold iand |: 


° 
the second rdading-f 
cK—I beg to: second 
that, not only for the reasons given by the hon. : 
member, bat also in order that the foreign 
landowners and the property owners may have 
farther opportunity of di cussing and leoking 
through this Bill, ‘ 
His Excenumncr—I: shall:be glad to post-.. ~ 
‘pone consideration of the Bill for another’ 


three weeks in accordance with: the wish of | 


members, ‘The Connoil gtanfds aijourned for. 
a fortnight.: There will be a eeting of the 
Finance Committee after the Counoil. tte 


FINANCE COMMIPTEE. ’. 

A meeting of the Finance Committee was held. 
after the Council—the Colonial: Secretary presid-. . 
ing—at which the following votes were passed —| 

eae ‘A88E8808'S OFFICR, . : 

- The Governor recommended the Council to 
vote a anm of Ona hundred Dollars ($100) in 
aid of the yote, T'rvasury, B.—Office of Assessor 
of Rates, Other Uharges, ‘Typewriter. 
; _°_ ‘SHROFFS’ SECURITIES. a 
The Governor recommended the iCounoil to 
voie a sum of one-hundred and twelve dollars 
and: fifty cants ($112.50) in ‘aid of the vate, 
Tredsury, *reasncors Office, other charges 
‘Security Allowances for nine months to one 4¢ 
Grads and one 5th Grade Shroff. : ; 

IMPROVEMENT -AT GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 

The Governor recommended the Council to 
-vole.a-sum: of fonr thousand four hundred 

dollars (£4,400) in, aid-of the vote, Publio Works 
'-Eixtraordioary, Installation of lecttic Fans at 


y 


? Pi 
Government House. 


"| ‘MAINTENANCE OF LIGHTHOUSES! - 
-The Governor recommended the Council to -. 
‘vate a'sum of six thousand five hundred dollars . 
(36,500) in aid of the vote, Public Works, 
Keonrrent, Buildings, Maintenance of Light- 
houses, ~- - ; «4 
HARBOUR MASTER'S: DEPARIMUNT, | 

The Governor recommended the Council to 
votea sam of twohundred and thirty-four dollars 
($234) in aid gf the vote, Harbour Master's 
Department, A.—Harbour Office, Other 
Charges, Oil and Sundry stores. 


HONGKONG SANITARY BOARD. 
- A meeting of ‘the Sanitary Board was held’ 


yesterday, at the Board Room. The Hon. 
Dr. J. M.” Atkinson -(president), presided, and 
there were algo ok ; 

(vice-president), 
‘Mr. A 


Colonel Martin, Captain Lyons, 
A.:Shelton Hooper, Mr. Fang Wa Chun, 
Mr.’ H. Humphreys, Mr. H. A. W.' Slade, 
Mr. Lau ‘Chu-pak; and Dr. W. W. Poarse- 
(Medical Officer of Health). .*. 

_° . 4&.PROSP CTIVE DISCUSSION, : 

The PRESIDENT said he understood it was the - 
wish of members to have a sp-cial sitting to 
discuss the Ordinance amending the Public 
Health Ordinance, He thought either Monday 
or Tuesday would.bs suitable days| - : 

Mr. HoopzR said Monday would suit him, 
and it was agreed that tho meetin, should. take’ 
place on tht day pro ided there wag no Council 
on that afterndon. .In that event the meeting 
is to be hald on ‘Tuesday. - 1 , 

a FOOT AND MOUTH DISBABE.": . : 
The COLONIAL VETERINARY SURGHON re- 


-{ ported an outbreak of foot and: mouth distase at 


the Kenaedytown Cattle Depot, This disease 
bad been prevalent more or leas since he had been 
there, bat always in a very mild form, so mild . 
as to. be very often impossible of recognition -. 
except.by post mortem. Daring the past year 
it had disappeared altogether “but had! now 
re-appeared both in fhe cattle in the Dépot and | 
in new catile which came in, Eyen at its 
worst it was a benign disease andj seldom-or . - 
never caused death. Loss of condition is its -- 
worst result. It is interfering toa cénsiderable 
extent with the Manila export trade as in the 
early stages the increase in température is the | - 
ocly:symptom and it cannot -be distinguished ~ 
from any-other-febrile condition. Hoe indicated. 
the ateps he was taking to control it =, «-- | 
|. MORTALITY STATISTIC, > 2° = 
. The death rate for the British and foreig: 
community for the week ended 14th. March was: - 


7.9 per. 1000_of .the population ‘as compared ia ° 


with 28.7° in the corresponding week ‘of fast 
year and- for. the :whole Cok i 


: 24 


esent Hon, Mr. W. Chatham - * 


ay including *. . . 


Pai 


_ Chinese the death rate was 21.4 as against 21.6. 
‘for the correspénding week of last year. 
Pye THE AMEXD:NG ORDINANCE. 

The Government, kaving forwarded copies 
of the Bill amending the Public Health and 
‘Buildings Ordinance, i9 3, invited comment 
thereon. _ _. ; 
Mr, Lav Cau Pax 
minute :— 

‘The new bill, practically, 
four parts, viz :— . 
- (a) To alter the constitution of the Sanitary 
; Board ; : 

(b) To place tho assistant medical. officers on 

_- the same footing as the Medical Officer | 
’ of Health; -. 

(c) To. take away from the Sanitary Board 
certain powers as regards buildings and 
draing and confer them ou the Building 

‘ Authority, who is the Director of Public 

_ _ Works; and - ; ae 

(d) To givearbitrary powers to the Building 
Authority. ; 

Lam afraid, when the Bill in ils pfesent form 

has b en paased into law, it will, instesd of im 
proving the existing state of affairs, tend to 
make mattors worse, so far as landed property 
is concerned. Whatever people may say, the 
reifare of the Colony depends, to a large extent, 
on the value of its land.. By piling restrio- 
tions upon restrictions, while the value of.the 
land already built upon is going down, the 
building sites will not be looked upon with «a 
favourable eye by investors, I am not in a 
position to say muol: of the European property 
owners, but, in the case of th» Chinese, I 
hear nothing but complaints, caused :by the 
present measures, which should be relaxed and 
not made more stringent. : The bardships and 
suffering inflicted on the properly-owners are 
bound to reflect on their tenants and are,: 
consequently, bound to refl-ot on the general 
welfare of the Colony. Personally, I do not 
mind what the law will be, as I am not much 
interested in landed property, owning a small 
_share in a me houses within the furopean 
Reservation, which are provided with more open 
space than any law requires. In my case, it 
cannot, therefore, be said that I have my own 
axe to grind. : 

Part (b).scarcely calls for any comments; so I 
will confine my observations to parts (a), (c) 
and (d). : 

When tho Medical Officer of Health waa first 

. appointed s member of the Sanitary Board, all 
the unoffi-ial member-, with the exo«p‘ion of 
one, who happened to bs absent from.the Colony* 
on leave, strongly objected to his appointment 
and, in order to show their objection in the mos, 
effective manner. they «ll resigned in a body. 
Binge 1 joined the same question cropped up 
again, and.the maj ‘rity of the members agreed 
that the Medical (‘ficer of Health, who is 
merely an adviser to the Board, sbould not be 

. lowed to have a ‘seat’ on the Board. He 

—might’ be,_and he is allowed at presaaf, to 

attend the meetings of the Board and fally ex- 
plain bis views, when invited todoso, But, in 
no case, shdald he be allowed to vote on his own 
recommendations. What I said at the time, L 
woald repeat now. 
Medioal Officer of Health as the Chi-f Exeoutive 
Offlcar of the Board should not have a reat on 
the Board as in the whole Public: Health 
Acts of England the duties of the  Medioal 

‘Officer of Health aro, I find, to carry out the 

- orders of the local authority or Board. It is 
absurd, therefore, that the Medical Officer of 
Health should voteatthe meeting of thé Sanitary 
roard and take orders from it at the same time. 
Allthebe years, what the Medical” Officer of 
Health has been doing is actually the work of an 
engineer, a. clerk and a sanitary inspector 
combined,- I still maintain that a+ the medigal 
adviser to.the Board, or, in fact, to the Govern- 
ment, it would be more in accordance with his 
positida and dignity, if he had confined his 
attention_to the study of infectious’and con- 
tagious diseases in the Colony, bacteriological 
researches and such other work as a medical 
man has been spesially trained for, and not 
devoted almost ali his time tq superinténding 

_ ths sanitary inspectors, inspecting houses-and- 
conducting correxpondence and prosecutions, If 
he had done bis proper work, there would 
have been a saving to the Government in other 
directions. In drder to emphasize: my point, I 

‘strongly recomend that- tha Government of 


1 


wrote the following 


resolveb itself into. 


- ment does not 


- president, 


“T agree atso that the) 


/ no 


A 


Hongkong obtain, in detail, from tha Shaughsi 
Munoipality the duties of ‘the Medical Officer 
of Healtlt of that. port. A comparison of the’ 
duties performed by the Shaughai jand the! 
Hongkong Medical Offoer of Health| will bear: 
out my contention ‘that the: Medical Offloer of: 
Health of Hongkong has never properly per-* 
formed -the duties ‘appertaining to] suoh a 
tion.” es 
In the old days, there. waa no Sanilary Depart-- 
ment. working independently of the Board, 
which was created when Ordinance, !No. 23 of 
1903 was-enacted. Asithe Government firmly 
insists on, having a more direct control of the 
sanitary affairs of the Colony and of the 
administration of the ‘sdnitary laws through.a 
head,.and sé the’ Board “is dlter all! merely a 
semi-official organ, not having the powers of a 
muniolpality, I think, undef, the cirodmetano.s, 
the arpointment of a cadet as the Administrative 
Head of the Sanitary Department ig piobably 
the best arrangement that oan be made. But, 
atill, I do not think he should, ex officio, be the 
president of the Sanitary Board. Tin the first 
place; (he oadet so appointed will, in all. pro- 
bability, be.a junior, and as a jutior, ie it 
advisable to allow him to rule bis seniors od ths 
Sanitary Board? .In the second place, I am 
decidedly against the Head of the Sanitary De- 
partment being given the power to decide what: 
questions should be Liid before the Board ~ All | 
questions that ‘ are distinctly aot of -a 
routine nature should be submitted to the 
Board. If the Head of the Sanitary Dspart- 
ment ia'to decide, as ‘al.present, what questions 
shall or shall ‘not be subnitted to the Board, 
things will contigne ‘to run in the same rut ag 
‘they have been duridg the Idat five years. My 
opinion on this subject.is that, as the Govern> 
like to allow the members of the, 
Board to elect their own obairman, one of the 
senior official members should bs appoiuted the , 
the Registrar General ‘being’ the 
most suitable man, because t':4 sanitary maasares 
introdiaoad affect the Chinese inhabitants 
the most, and‘in promoting things sanitary 
it ia desirable to enlist Chinese sympathy and 
co-operation. ‘ It may be argued, hare, that by 
making the Registrar 
the Board, more work will bs given to him than 
te has time ‘to do. Bat as a member of the 
Board he must see all those questions, which 
are submi(ted to the Board, and, therefore, by 
making him the president of tha Bpard, he will 
oply have, in addition, such other (qmestion’ as 
the head of the Sanitary Dapartment bas been 
in the habit of dealing with, without consulting 
the Board. As I have already stated, alt the 
questions, which are nob of a routine nature 
should be submitted-to (he Board. Iflthis is done 
the Registrar. feneral as & member of the Board 
will soe as many questionsas he ‘would if he were 
the president of the Board, and, therefore, the 
masking him the president will not increase his 
work, The admiuistrative head of the Sanitary 
Department may be a member of ithe Board. 
having the same status aa the other mem bers, 
since his position, plainly speaking, is similar 
to that of a select committse appointed ‘by the 
Bourd to carry ont its decidions. ~  - 
I pow come to parts (o):and (d), which can 
-ba-more sd-quately and fully commented upon 
by experts than by: laymen. Bat, however, 
in respect of one point, I will state what: 
my reading of the bill has impressed upon me. 
As it stands at present, the bill ourtails the 
‘privileges of appeal enjoyed by the property: 
owners, Under the principal ordinance the 
Governor in Council confers almost absolute 
power on the -Buildiag Authority, in so much as 
the owners of property Wwillin fature have no 
other authority to appeal-to against the decision 
of the Building Authority, except the Governor- 
in-Counoil, andthe Building Authority, who is- 
other than the Direotor of “Pablio 
Works, is, I.may -say, the only expert 
adviser in building matters on _ the 
Governor's Council. In short, the Building 
Authority will, practically, be the only judge 
of his. own action. I am, therefore, of the 
opinion {hat applications for modifications of, 
and exemptions from, the requirements of the 
ordinance.ahould be considered by the Sanitary 
Board, and the Board's recommendations for- 
warded to the Governor-in-Council as at present. 
But I am, also, of the opinion ‘that when an 
application is edusidered in Council, the ap- 
plicant or his architect ‘should ba allowed to 


General the president of } 


“mHE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


attend and- give any additional explanation . 
that may bé required. Po ae aS 

_ Mr, Fuxe Wa Cron slo. minuted—The 
'Public Health Bill, if passed in ils present form, - 
|will not only fail to improve the existing state- 
‘of affairs bat will make matters word, inagmaoh 


‘aa it partidly deprives property owners of the 


right“io appeal against thedecjsion of the 
Building Authority. The Direotor of Pablio ° 
Works beiag’the only expert -advisor t> the 
Governor in ‘Council it is most unlikely thit 
che would adviss otherwise than what he decided 
in his capacity ag the Bailding Alathorily, The 
appeal to the Aoesenor in Connocil is most; 
ridiculous. Of what use will it be to 
appeal to the. Council where the official indjority’ 
is predominant and the Director of Pablio 
Workaia their expartadvisorP [tis the decision 
of the Railding/ Authority that property -owders | 
will her} appeal -against and the Building 
Authority ia the Director. of Public Works. 
‘The quastion of the Medical Officer of Health © 
being given a seat on the Board has-been gone 
into more than ouge and it'baa been always 
opposed véry_ srongly by the’ unofficial 
members, it being ridiculous ‘to make a servant 
of the Board’ their virtual; master. I- see no 
objection to s cadet beibg appointed the 
aiministrative head of the Sanitary / epart- 
nent, provided he las to carry ont-the decisions 
of sbe Board and ‘not: be made their President, - 
“". | HE GOVERNOR'S SPRECH. 

Copies of the-apeech made by. His Excellency * 
in the Legislative Couacil on the frat readiag: 
of (he- Amending Ordinance were forwarded to 
the membarr. - . ; . 

Mr. Lav Cou. Pak miouted—In addition to 
what I have alteady.said io my last mionte, I. 
should like to refer ta af4w of the remarks in 
the introductory specoh made id the Lagislative - 
Connoil at the first reading ofthe bill.. ‘Phat 
the five gentlemen who served, on the com- 
mission ~were not representative, of thé 
community depends on how they were looked 
upon by the Government and the public. "It ~ . 
would be interesting to know if the original. .. 
six would have been representative, had Me. 
Pollock remained on as the Chairman. It may 
be said thatthe views of the same gentlemen, 
-atated from. time to time. on the Sanitary. 
Board, ‘were also not representative of ‘the 
views of the community, as the majori y. of - 
them are Government nowt) Since they 
hwere not lotbked upan as rep opps the 
community, .why wera they evec’a pointed 
son the Gommnivaioa or Sanitary Board at 
all? Did it not place them in a ridicaloas 
position P> As regards the powers of. the 
commission, “which were, prac‘ically, {said to . 
have been exceeded, I submit that. the m mis- 
sion kept well within the terms of their appoint- 
ment,| which might not have been: rreotly 
nnderptced by-the Chinese’members, limited -az 

nowledge of Hoglish is, but ‘cartainly — 
‘the English - 
ministration 


their 
could hothava been misundérstood b 
membars. To investigate the 
of the sanitary laws necessarily entails more or 
jogs the investigation of the laws thep ives. 
In some casas, as if, waa discovered, unjast ad- . 
ministration: was dne to the injustice of the 
laws. I -reoollect, while thg commission was 
yitting, the Chairman was in constant com- 
munication with the Government, and, 
whenever any ‘doubt occurred as to 
the powers ‘of the commission, the (over- 
nor or the Colonial Séctetary was consulted 
bafore action was taken, Why was it not 
pointed out to the commission at the time, if | 
they had gone bayond the scope of their 
investigation P Personally, I have never anter- 
tained the idea that the Culoay should he 
ruled by a majority of the Sanitary Board, and 

| am sure I can say a8 much, too, on t half of 
my colleagues. What was recomme ded and 
thought desirable, was that the Board ‘shall be 
given such powers and its system of work 
organized in such 8 ‘manner as not to make it 
appear to be a mere figure-head. 

: EXPEOCTORATION. . : 
Correspondence having been submitted re- _ 
lative to expectoration ia the streets of several 
American cities, ~ pase as 

Mr, Lav Cuu-Paxk mi-n‘ed—Prosecation or , 
summary arrest, is -mosi ,uodesirable.. Many . 
Chinese'have approached me about this matter 
and requasted me.to- oppose .the introduction 


-of any regulations, The mere posting up -of 
- notices, in 


their opinion, will-be- quite‘safficient. . 


t. 


- April 4, 1908.) 


Mr, Humpuesyrs having asked questions as 
’ , to whether the habit common among the lower 
, Chinese of 
public health, and if if were acoountable for the 
‘spread cf phthisis and diphtheria, 
“= The Meb'cat Orriogs '-r HRALTH replied— 
--I would suggest that an Ordinance be passed 
declaring spitting.in public places forb:dden 
under the draft byelawa prepared by tha com- 
mittee and be declared a nuisance within the 
meaning of section 3, sub-section 2, Ordinance 
1 of 1845 (Summary .Ordinan&e) and that 
the power-conferred under that Ordinance 
be limited: to cases where the offence has been 
‘committed in spite of notices prohibiting it, and 
‘in spite of the provision of spittoons, aod. I: 
‘would’ recommend that powér be given to the 
Board to require the provision of spitto-ns in 
the licensed promises named: aad the putting up 
of notices.on the walls of such: premises and 
further I suggest that the Government provide 
ittoons and put up notices in those parts of 
the Government buildings to which the publio 
have access. I think this would obviate any 
hardship. ; ae “ ; 

‘Fhe Pansrpant —I balieve the other members 
of the cofamittee, Mr..-Humphreys and Captain 
Lyons, are agreeable {o that._ ; 

Mr, Hoopsea—It seems to me that as the 

Government are amending the t'ublic Health 
and Buildings. Ordinance they could deal with 
this-at the same time. It is pcrely a sanitary 


“ 


measure abd emanated from the Sanitary Board. | 


It does not.matter very much which Ordinance 
ig amended bat it strikes me flis wou'd be 
better. io ot 
Captain Lro.8 moved the fispensicn of the 
Standing Ordera in order that the subjeo! 
might be digonus el'in Committee. This waa 
agreed to. - : -. 


‘SUPREME. COURT. 
a es 
: “s. Monday, 30th March.- 


“tn Crmminat Jurispictron, 
Bayorsd THR CAIBF JUSTICE 
(Str F. Praaotr). 
THE CONSPIRACY TRIAL, 
The trial of the three msn Ynen Fuk Shang- 
Yia Sui + hao and Chan sam Tong on a charge 


~ : of conspiracy to defraud was resumed, 


Sir Henry Barkeley, addressing the jary for 
the defence, pointed out that the polioé officer 
who executed the gambling warrant bad ex- 
ceeded his authority when he arrested a num- 
bear of mon in the house who were not gambliog. 
If such a proceeding were approved it would 
abolish all sacredness of the home. Had it-been 
an Koglishman, a Scolsman or a Gefman that 
had been so arrested there would have been an 
outery throughout the land, 7 
‘- The Chief Justice—I am sorry to interrupt 
you, Sir Henry, but you are dbt putting the law. 

’ quite correctly. There is nothing in the “war- 
rant: to stop the officer from exercixing his 
discretion. He is ordered to seizs and arrest. 
That ig the law without regard to whether they 
aré Chinese or anybody else. - 4 ’ 

"Sir. Honry—I say with great ‘respect, my 

Lord, that the warrant does not anthorise him 

to go. into the house and with immunity seize 
persons there against whom there is not one 

tittle of evidence that they have been gambling.’ 

“With such an interpretation of the Jaw the 

eis of any man’s house in Hongkong 
would not be safe for ona moment. [ venture 
to say, wit’ great-respeot, that your Lordship 
will not tell the jury that, an officer can go into’ 
any man’s house under such 8 warrant and.drag 
him away and his family and suoh persons-ag 
are there without a tittle of evidence that 
gambling is going on. 
* The Chief Ju tice—1 am sorry to say that is 
‘the law. That is the order of the magistrate 
<on the warrant, — pare 
-” Bir ag es I were stguing this matter 

“pefore you I would take this point; that the 
‘document must be taken ss a whole. I am 

> ‘entitled now to tell the jury that the man were 
not gambling and as a matter of fact a false 

. Oharge was made against them. I put this to 

_ "you jarymen that no man from Mr, Foreman 

‘downwards —let the lawyers read the law as they 

‘like—would not consider it an outrage to be. 

treated as these men were, : 


a 


itting in public was detrimental to - 


‘part. of the trioka_ of the trade. 
when asking ‘queations should get in a little’ 
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. The Attorney-General followed at length. He 
inted out that no evidence had ‘been brought 
y the defence that the. notes found in the 


| possession of the accused were not forged.” 


The Chief Justice, addressing the jury said— 
My duty will be to deal generally _ with the 


case and to dwall on oartain points {hat occur | 


to me as ‘worthy of your consideration. I 
daresay,you will have noticed that in the cross- 
examination of some of the ‘witnesses I had to 
soggest to the counsel for the prisoners 
that he should not ‘make interlooutory 
speeches to the jury. ‘I'hat of course is 
Counsel 


speech to the jury, but you must put away all 
these little” flowers-of argament and I must 
ask you now to consider the pros and coms in 
this extraordinary osse. There is ove point to 
whioh I woald liketo refer.. Sir Henry drew 
attention fo-the positioa of the second priagoner, 
and rightly so as the photograph of the prisoner 
was found in the house in bis character or dress 
as expectaut magistrate, He said that all the 
cadets here were expectant magistrates, bat the 


point insisted on was that this prisoner was: 
-what we would oall a Chinese gentleman. In }° 
the law courts’all people coms bafore the judge | 


in the same position as when it was asked, 
When Adam delved and Eve span - 
W ho. was then the gentleman P 

There is no such thing as a gontlemanino the 
English courts now, you have-to judge people 
irrespective: of. their social position, whether 
English or: Chisess, -Referring: to the p lico 
cffcer, I must tell you -that he dil his duty, 
absolutely ‘fairly and strictly as the law 
required, ‘There was no ‘fault to ba found 
with thé way in whioh .he- did his duty 
The warrant required him to. do what he 
did. If there’ was any irregulari:y an action 
ovald be brougut against’ him. It was 
insisted that the casa for the CUrown was 
wildly improbable, bat [ want to impress upon 
you the necessity of weighing the evidsnce and 
not allow. yourselvés t be carried away by the 
seeming improbability of the story. We have 
to English procadire a graud jary, and it is 
customary for the jaige. in addressing them to 
spaak tothem as men of the world and as men 
who. knew ‘the communily in whiob they dwelt. 
It is important not to allow y-urselvaa to be 
carried away by the srguanent ot improbubility. 
My experience is (hat nothing is imp»esible’ 
nothing improbable in the shap ofa story whioh 
some Chinamen will ask a judge er jary to 
believe. I will go further and say that, ao story 
you can imaginé is impossible and wo story you 
can imagine is improbable, You cannot judge 
this case ag you would jxdee an English ose - 
- You mast bring yourself down to the level of the 
Chinese who. have given evidence before you. 
You are here as guardians of the law as it is 
administered in this Colony whether English or 
Chinese -It is as much yoar duty to protect a 


.European from being swindled by a Chinaman | 
as it’ is to protect, a Chinaman from being | ° 
swindled by - another Chinaman. . I would 


ask you to remember that this story ia teld 
by people who.belong to: the old class of 

hinese, ‘China. is in a state of progress, 
There is now a party of larger intelligence than 
the old, but thé old—traditions which we call 
Ygnorance and superstition still remain, It may 
be perfectly possible,-if you believe the story 
for thé prosecution, that these men used their 
larger intelligence to-do what was said they 
did. : 

At the close of his address the jury retired 
and returned with a.six to one verdict that 
the prisoners were not guilty, . ~<_ 

The pegoue ys were discharged. 

Tuesday, 31st March. 


i 


Im OnIGiKAL JURISDICTION, ; 


Berora THE Curur Jousrion (S12 F. 
P1¢@o?7).| 


ETA 
. 


‘AN INSURANCE CLAIM, 


A jury action was heard in which the Kwong | 
Hon firm of 122 Des Voux Road West 


Tak Hong : se 
claimed $4320 from the Yaen Oa Marine and Fire: 
losprance Company, Ltd. The special jary com-- 
sisted of Messrs. Charles Henry (race, fred 
Rolland Skelton, David Haskell, Edwd. Harvey 


Hinds, Donaldson Riddell Law, Harry Hamphrey 


| 1906, application 


Qn . 


and William Murra Soott. The Hou. Mr. H. 
- E. Pollock, K. C. (instructed by Mr. Denn 


of Messrs. Dennys and Bowley), ap or. 
the plaintiffs, and Mr. M. Slade \ittet rated by 
Mr. O. D. Thomsun). for the defendanta, -. 
Plaintiffs claimed that -in September, 1906, 
they entered into a written ‘agreement with the 
p‘aintiffs whereby the defendants, in consider- - 
ation of the plaintifis agreeing to pay them. 
the usual guild rate ef premiam,- agreed to 
insure, certain goods of the.“ plaintiffs 
which were then on board. the junk - 
‘.Wo Hop” in Hongkong Harbour, against the - 
perijs of the sea from Hongkong to Canton, - 
rom that hour—9.10 a.m. Abort an hour after 
making the agreement: the goods were wholly. 
lost by the perils of the sea‘in Hongkong . 
Harbour. The plaintiffs had ‘duly tendered 
thé prémium in respect of the insurance 
and requésted the defendants to pay the sum of: 
$4,320, but they had refused to accept the monéy 
or pay the loss on the goods. - . . 
‘The -defence denied that the defendants 
entered into any agreement toinsnre the goods 
against any’ perils. m , - 
The case was adjourned. ; ; \ 


In SUMMARY JURISDICTION. 


Barons Mr. H. H. J. Gomparrz (AoTINa 
’ Puisne Jupa@g).. 


; A SHOPMAN’S CLAIM, 

Leung Cheong Wah, s shopman, brought an - 
action against the Cheung Fat firm, Wiog 
Lok Street, for $10°0 being money lent.. Mr. 
R. Harding appeared for ths pliintiff and Sir 
Henry Barkeley, K.C., instructed by Mr. 8. A.- 
Diokson from the office of Mr. R. A. Harding, 
appeared for the defendant! rae 

Mr, Harding stated that on the 9.h April. 
last the p'aiutiff'’s brother, who was employed 
by the defendant rm, met with an accident, 
He fell off the roof of the premises and was 
killed and, as -solatium, tits defendants . gave 
plaintiff $1010 to pay the expenses of the . 
funeral and the gost of taking the body to. 
Cantoa, Plaintiff after receiving the money 
handed ‘it back to the defendants the same day - 
to be placed on deposit and-an ackaowledgm nt 


— 


was given to him. It might seem an extra- 
ordinary story but be wend call ‘the plaintiff 
and produee the document; It was alleged that 
t»e document was forged and that the chop was 
forged. sat ae an : 
‘ sir Henry indicated thit the defence was & 
denial that any money had been lent by plain iff 
to the firm aud that thy dooumsn5 prodaced was 
aforgery. - 5 , 

Jadgment was awarded defendants with 
costs... 


ar 


Wednesday, Lst~April. 


{w Ortarnat. Juriapiction, 


BayoRE THE Cuinr Justica 
(81g Francis Pracort). 
( AN INSURANCE CLAIM. 
_ The jary action was continued in whioh the 
Kwong Tak Hong firm of 122 Des Vouax Road 


West olaiméd $4320 from the Yuen On Marine — - 


and Fire nsarance Company, Ltd." The sp:eial’ 
jary consisted of Messrs Caarles Henry trace, 


“Alfeed Holluud Skelton, David H akell, Edw. 


Harvey Hiuds, Donaldaun ttiddoll. Law,.Harry | 
Humparey aod William Mu-ray ~oott. Tho 
Hon Mr. H. E. Pollock, K.C: (instructed by 
Mr. Dennys, of Mvsara, Deanys and Bowley). 
appsared: for the plaintiffs, and Mr. M. Slade 
{instructed by’Mr. O. D, Thomson) for -the 
defendants. : i \ 
In this action. the plaint ffs aougut to rdoover 
the insuranos upon goods lost on a jank whioh 
undered io.the ‘typhoon of 18th September, | 
to. insure which had ‘been 
made that morning. : a ; a 
- “Mr. Siade opened the case-_for the defendants 
by explaining the offlte-rontiae of the Yuen On 
Cua nany sod ssid that on the morning of thé . 
typo te nang weat downstairs from. his - 
office aud ag he waa walking through the office 
. he was handed by the clerk ‘an applioatioa -for 
ithe insurance of a bale-of cloth on the ¢amé 
jank. He initialled it:and returned it to. the 
clerk who, in accordance with the praotioe: in 


7 
t 


296: i - 
—tha offlce, noted the time at whioh it was 
returned to him. That was five minutes past 
_nine, The manager went out and had a look 


at the weather and came back im about half an. 


hour. On going up to his desk he saw 
lying thereon the application which was the 
subject ‘of this case and he called to 
his clerk and informed him ‘they should not 

- aooept the application in weather like that which 
was prevailing. He instructed the clerk to 
acquaint the -applicanis with this snd 
straightway a message was sent to the 
plaintiffs (hat the insurance could not be effected. 
Un these grounds the defendants denied that 
the goods were ineured. It might be :nteresting 
to note what the company had done in regard 
to the policy which they bad accepted but-which 
had not been sent tothe people who had made 

the application. ‘Tha manager phiced the 
matter before the directors who decided that, 
as they had eevepted the policy. althqugh this 
fact had not been communicated to the 
applicants, the ony courre open to them as 
honvarable, men was to pay, which they had 
accordingly dcne. - 


Evidence was then culled on behalf ‘of the” 


defence, and the case adjourned. 


; of —_——— : 
ji Ae 
In SUMMARY JURISDICTION. 


BerorE Mr. H. YU. J. GOMPEsTZ 
(AcTING.PUISNE JUDGE). : 
, NEWSPAPER DIFFICULTIES. ; 
The Si Wui Kong Po firm, who are the pro- 
prietors of a Chinese newspaper, brousht an 
ction against the Chong Seng firm of printers 
r $1,003) for, logs caused by breach of con- 
tract in printing their paper. The Chong 


wee 


Seng firm countercluimed for $173.17, being |. 


the balance due fur pristing done, This money 
had been paid into court and costs .allowed up 
{othe time of paymant on Tuesday, Mr. P. W. 
. Goldring, of Messrs Goldring, Barlow and Mor- 
rell, acted for the plaintiff-; and Mr. Jackson, 
rom the office of Messrs. Johuson, Stokes «ud 
Master, appeared for the defendants. . 

* “Phe case for plaintiffs was that on November 
20th they enferai into a contract with the 
defendants to priost their paper daily for a 
period of six months. On ‘February 5th, 
6th and 7ih, just affer Chineso New Year the 
defendants failed to print the paper and the 
plaintiffs had to go to another printer to whom 

_° they had to pay a higher priva to get the paper 
“ printed. On February 8th; the -defendants 
resumed the ‘printing anq carried il on until 
“March 2nd when, without warning, they dis- 

‘continued printing it. ; C 
Defendants contended that the non-payment 
by the ‘plaintiffs of the amount due gave them 
justification for ceasing to print. 
As His Henour had .to attend at the m4a- 
' gistracy Wie Hesrlae was adjourned. 7 


q - 


“Thursday, 2ad April. 


(SiR Francis PG T2).” 
AN IN-URANCKE: CLAIM. 

The jury action wes concluded in which the 
Kwong Tek Hong firm ofj122 Des Vooux Road 
West claimed $4320 from the Yuen On Marine 
and Fire Insurance.Company, : td, the value of 
goods alleged to have been insured by plaintiffs 
with defendants on the morning of 18th 
September, 1906. The special jury. consisted 
of Messrs Charles Henry Grace, Alfred 
Holland Skelton, David Haske ]. Edward 
Harvey, -Hinds Donaldeon, Riddell Law, 

_ Hampbreys and William Murray -cott. The 
Hon. Mr. H. E. Pollock, K.C. (instructed by 
Mr. Dennys,. ¢f Moss s Dennys and Bowley), 

” app for the plaintiffs, and Mr. M. Slade 
(instrueted by Mr.:Q. D. ‘Thomson) for the 

* defendants. ~ —s ; 

- Mr, Slade ‘and Mr. oe having 
concluded their addresses to the Jury, 

Hig: Honour summed up. At the outset 
he remarked that the question for 
the jury to decide seemed to be a somewhat 

‘novel one in regard: to the law of insurance, 
and he was very glad to have the assistance of 
gentlemen well versed in business to decide the 
“questions of fact. They had heard evidence that 


&. 


from paying license fees which have beer 
io 


a 
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there was an appreciable lapse of time between 


the receipt of an application by the person who |- 


ingures and the issue of tha policy. It was 
a material question as to whether, during 
that .interval, any risk was accepled by 
the insurance company. Ags to liability there 
could be little doubt, but the qnegtion wag as to 
when the liability arose at the time of thé pro- 
posal, or whether it arose at the time ofthe. 
acceptance. He proposed only to pat to tha 
jury theone question as to averdict for the 
plaintiff, or a verdict for the defendant, because 
ha thought it most difficult to puta series of 
questions‘ to be answered in the form of a 
special verdict. He thought they would-agree, 
as practical men, that there was nothing 
inlerently wrong inaman trying to get insar- 
ance when he saw a storm was coming 6n—it 
was a qnesijon as to whether the company 
accepted the risk or.not. Supposing: he were 
to go to au insnrance offica for the first time to” 
make a proposal, the mere acknowledgment of’ 
his letter of proposal wonld not mean an 
intimation of acceptance of his proposal, and 


one of the points thoijury would have to decide - 


was whether the affixing of the defendants’. 
chop could possitly mean. acceptance. ‘Ihe 
manager said there was no such intention, and 
he said also that the fokis downstaira had no 
authority to accept the proposal and 
that that suthority rested. with «the 
mufager or assistant manager. -Now there 


;muet be’some moment of tims when a person 


decides to take an insurance risk, and ibe jury 
az business men woald readily understand that 
the initialling of a doonment seut down to the 


the plaintiffs’ own corresponding chop on it, to 
dant company to.chop, and that the 
, after chopping, bad invariably issued 
a policy} had the company: by that chopping 
waived their right of not assenting toa propusalP 
The law never abandoned even in a cass of 8 long 
-course af dealing its search for the intention 
of the parties. It might be that after a long 
course df dealing, in which . the policy had 
always been issued in dua course, that it had 
become ¢stablished that the proposal was suffi- 
cient jut as the chopping was. If they were 
.satisiiud|thal by affixing that chop the defen- 
dants always meant ‘to accept the proposal, 
and neyer refased: it, then the plaiot 
tiff would be entitled to a verdict. Other ques- 
tions, as|to the authority of thedlerks to accep- 
the proposal, and such other questions as were 
raised by counsel, were bound up in the one 
question'ag to. whether the chopping meant 
acceptance, $ ; 
The jury returned after a short absence with 


a verdict:for the plaintiffs. Formal judgment |, 


_was entered with costa... ; 
Mr. Slade then gave formal notice of appeal. 


SU (AMOY) MUNICIPAL - 
“COUNCIL. | 


. . 
1 . 
Minutas of a meeti 


* KULANG 


ng of the Couneil), 
the 10th March 1908. . 
Present: Messrs, .W: H. Wallace 


hald at 


(Chair. 
man),C. A. V. Bowrsa, Hoang Ts’an-chew, N. 
Krus:, N. Wilson, the Health Officer and thé 
Secretary.- 5 : : é 

1 Phe minutes uf the last meeting are read 
and confirmed. 

2 A letter is read from a ratepayer concern. 
ing the nonpayment by him of his pony license 
fep, dud the Secretary is directed to inform him 
the Couacil has-no power to exempt anyons: 


= Jails passed-at the Anuual Meeting of 
tepayérs:- . oa 

3 The Superinten lent of Police reports, the 
following cases have been dealt<with at the- 
Mixed Court:since:the last meeting: — - H 

: P SUMMONSES. : 

Debt 8, Assault 3, Contempt of Court 1, 
Obtaining movey under ‘false pretences 2, 
ashe goat 2, Allowing . pigs,and cattle to 
atray 6, Selling liquor without a liceose 2.. 

: - SUMMARY ARRESTS. ‘ 
Theft 4, Assault | 
enclosed premises 1. 


, Robbery 3, Found on 
(Signed) W. H. Watiacz. 


. Chairman. 
i, C, BapeeLey MitcHa_Lu, Secretary. 


Potts and A-O’D. Gonurdin 
auditors. - 
". Mr,- WHITB ‘secodded, and the motion was 

‘agreed to. [ pa Xe 


[April 4, 1008 
| GOMPANIES. . | 


_°’ -HONGKONG ROPE |. 
_ MANUFACTUEING COMPANY. 


. The twenty-fourth ordinary general mh ting 
of the shareholders in the above company was 
Held on March 30th at-the. offices of the General 


Managers, Messrs Shewan ‘Tomes snd Co,’ Mr. 


ft; Shewan presided sod there were present. 


Messrs, D. W. Craddock, H. P. White (mémbers . 


of consulting committee), Usptain. Clarke, J.° 


A. Young, R, Hancock, and L. F. Campbel 
. (secretary). —_ 


The SeceuTary having resd the notice 
convening the meeting, ; 28 
The CHAIRM\N ssid:—We now prespat to 

you our, report and accounts for the! year 
ending’ 3ist December 1907, printed copies of 
which have been in your handa for some time 
past, which I hope will be found quite! salis- . 
factory by shareholders, As we anticipa at 
tho annual meeting this time last year both ex- 
change and the-vost of raw material have been 
in our fayour enabling us to reduce our prices © 
to our customers to a lower limit than we have 
seen for some years. On the other hand the 


‘lower price induced a greater demand and our 


{ucn-over accordingly shows a fair increase. In 
the accounts there is nothing, I think, that 
requires explanatiou. Our investments yéa will 
notice have all been writteu down to: the low 
valuation of the present day and should be qaite 
safe at the figures given. As to the present 
year's prospects I can only say that it has 
begun well and that so far we havé no reason 
to feel peasimistio The quality of the rop: 


never was better than if is at present and it is{ | ‘ 


daily growing more and more in favor ia all 
the ports and places to which we send it, and 
with all consumers who know what really first 
class rope ia-and how seldom Manild rope 
honestly made of pure Manila hemp without 
any mixture of othor weaker and cheaper fibr 

is met with now-a-days, - - . 

There being no questions, 

Tho CHAIRMAN moved the adoption of the 
report, : ; ‘ ; 
_ Mr. Crappock—I have mooh pleasuro in 
aeconding. I think this report placed before “ 
‘as cannot bat b» looked upon as exosediogly 


managers, 
‘he motion was carried. i 
On the proposition of Captain Craxxs, 
seconded by Mr, Youna, Dr, Noble, Messrs, 
H. P. White and D, W. Craddock wore re- 
elected members of tlie-Consulting Committes.: 
Mr, Hancu¢K’ moved that Messrs, W. H, 
be re-appointed 


The CHAtRMAN—That is all the business 
ge.tlemen, Dividend warrants are ready now. 


YOKOBAMA SPECIE BANK, / 
— UIMITED.; 


The fifty:sixth report presented to the 
shdreholders at the half-yearly ordinary general 
meeting, held at Yokohama, on March, 10th 
reads :— ; ; ; 

The Directors submit to you the annexed 
statement of the liabilities and assets of the 
Bank, and of the profit and. loss account for 
the half-year ended 31st December, 1907. 

The gross profits of ths. bank for the past 
half-year, including ye+ 1,055,/58.72 brought 
forward from “last account, amount to yen 
13,890,956.34, of which yen 10,809,40416 have 
been deducted for interests, taxes, current 
expenses, rebate on bills current,’ and. 
doubtfal debts, ‘bonus for officers and’ clerks, 
&o., leaving a balance of yen 3,081,552.18 for 
jad oie poe , ted 

Owing to heavy depreciation of silver towards 
the end of the past half-year, the Directors 
have decided: to write off yen 430,000.00 out 
of the silver depreciation fund in order -to 
adjast the “ of the silver fand nade hina.. 
The silver depreciation fund will | ter 
appear as a separate item in the balatice shéet.. 

The “ Directors now propose that ¥en 
550,00'),00 be added. to the reserve’ fund. 
From the remainder the Directors recommend 
a dividend vt the rate of-twelve per cent.,- 
annum, which will absorb yen 1, 


< 


000.00. < . 


a 


satisfactory. It refliots great oredit on our 


c 


Aprit 4, 1908.) 


The balanos,. yen 1,091,552.18, will ba carried 
forward to the oredit of next account. 
Head Office, 
Yokohama, 10th March, 1908. 


4 . 


BALANCE SHERT. 
LIABILITIES. 
Capital (paid up) ........0000..... 
Reserve fonds... cee eeccee ee. 
Silver depreciation fund .....000 eee 
Reserve for doubtful debts ................ 21,707.1 
Notes in, ctrenlation ..........0.000000........ 6,070,807.75 
i atte (current, fixed, &¢.)...............195,55,337,23 
Bills payable, bills re-discounted, ac- : 
ceptances, and other sums due 
the Bank ....0.0 eee ceed 
Dividends unclaimed 0.0.0.0... eecee cece 
Amount bronght forward from last ac- 
COUNE 2555. eae s. cases ecient seca vce 
Net profit for -be past half-year ......... 


x: 

Leupete eee. 24,000 000.00 
. 14,050,000,00 
520,060. 


by 
_.. 128 202,844.61 
; 4,517.02 


1,055,058.72 
2,028,493 .46 


Yen 301,457,885.33 
: : _ ABBETS. “Yen, 
Cagh account ;— Yen. 
In hband.....3....... 


ony 


63 
16,431,015 33 
116,633, 265.92 
4) 
vee cee cee ee L4G, 757,735 
teseeeseee 2,687, 158.74 
Bank’s premises, propertics, furniture, - 
Bettie wakes ao: 1,777 562.39 


Yon 301 ,457,$85.33 

PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT. 
To interests, taxes, curront expenses, 
rebate on bills current, bad and 
doubtful debts, bonus for officers. 

and clerks, Ge... ee eee 14,809, OL1G 

. To reserve fund ........ 550,000.00 

To dividend— ; 

(yen 6.09 por share for 240,000 sharer) 1, 140,00:,00 

‘To balance carried forward to next ac- 


Y m 


1,091,552.18 
Yon 13, 250,956.34 


By balance brought forward 3th June, Yen 
mn MOOl Sea aaah at iectciavereiuc: AMUANsee 
By amount of gross profits for the half. 

- year ending 3lst December, 1-7 ... 
roa 7 ¥en 13,890,956.3 4 


12,835,507 .62 


——— 


‘THE ‘CHINA LAND AND FINANCE 
, CO., LD. 


The annual general meetiag of this company 
was held in Shanghai on March 24th. Mr. Ii. 
Macgregor (Cheirmac) said—Gentlemen: Your 
directors have great pleasure in submitting the 
report for the company's fifth year, which 
ended on February 29,- 1908, and as the printed 
report and statements of acconn{s have been in 
your. hands for some days I will, with your 
permission, take {hem as read. You will 
noticé that the working account for the past 

ear shows a nett credit balance of ‘I'ls. 
49,068.37, as compared with ‘Ils. 46,518.30 
for ‘the previous year, or an inorease of 
some “Jls, 2,509, which .I- think you 
<must consider satisfactory. The commissions 
. earned and profits on sales ‘of properties 
are not quite as large as last year, but this I 
put down to want of activity in the real ostate 
‘market consequent on the depression existing 
in all kinds of business, ‘The amount collected 
for rents is much larger, notwithstanding that 
we have had, like other property owners, to 
gaffer from vacant Chinese houses. ‘The 
prospects for the coming .year are already 
showing signs of improvement, and with the 
sid of our active Secretary and General 
Manager, I hope to present next year an even 
_ more satisfactory -report. There is one thing 
which perhaps does not come well from 
me, but as the Compiny is now 
doing wellI think that your directors are 
entitled to some small remuneration for. their 
servipes. I would suggest that ‘11s: 300 be 
appropriated, and { shall presently ask one of 
you to propose a resolution {o that effect. If 
you have any questions to ask, I shall ba pleased 
to answer them to the best of my ability, 

As there were no questions the following 
regolutions were put and carried nem, com. 

Proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Mr. 
Wattie: That the Report and Accounts ag 
presented, be accepted and passed. 

Proposed by Mr. Wattie, and seconded by 
Mr. Hooper : That Mr, King Chunkee be 
re-elected a director. : 

- Propose 
by\Mr, Neill: That Messrs. A. R. Leake & Co., 


d by Mr, Maogregor and seconded 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


be elected auditors for the current year. Pro- 
posed by the Chairman. secénded by Mr. 
‘Wattie: That the credit balance of ‘Tla. 


49,068.57 be appropriated as follewsa: dividend | 


of tan per cent on Capital, Tle, 34,925°00, Write 
off goodwill Tle. 11,090:0) carry forward to 
new account Tis, 3,143.37 ; Total Tle, 41 G37. 


Proposed by Mr. Hooper, seconded by Mr. : 
Tle. 3G0 aa 


Neill: that the directors receive 


remuveration for their services. : 


SHANGHAI AND HONGKEW 
WHARF CO. LTD. 


The. annual general meeting of the Shanghai 
and Hongkew Wharf ¢ o., Lid., was held, on 
Match -23rd at the Shanghai office of the 
General Agents, Messrs. Jardiae, Matheson 
and Co. Mr. David Landale presided and 
said :— q 


Gentlemen, with yaur permission I propose” 
to follew the usual procedure and take the | 


Report and Accounts, which hava been in your 
hands fer same time, as read. 


congratnlals ourseives on a successful 


very 

of Tle. 75727879 against Ts. 
784,364 38 in 1906, The, 638,685 49 in 1905, and 
Ts. 
trost the apportionment of: the Balauce 
Profit and Loss Acconut, as set forth ia the 
report, will meot with your approval. 
mentioned’ in {he report the total 
on the 4,500) new 
10906,7 amounting 
bebn added to the Reserve Fand which 
now amounts fo TIs. 697,257.35. These 
4,000 sharcs as you know, were issned to 
the sbareholders registered in the Bocks cf 
the Company ov the 3lst-December 1406, with 
the exception of a small bulaues of 198 shares 
made up of shares uusppliod for and losses in 
fractions which were sold on the market throngh 
Me-srs. Nocl, Murry and Coy, at au average 
price of ‘Ths. 220. Property Account now 
siands at T'lx. 5,524,825.11 the sum of Tis. 
456,194.26 having been spent on the balance of 
cost of land at Pootung, bunding at Tunkadoo, 
new Godowns, sleam cranes, Head snd Sturn 
moorings eto, during the year. Fince 1903 
we havo spent over Ts, 1,900,000- in im- 
proving -our propurty, our godown accanm- 
modation has béen more than danbled and 
the Tuukadoo Wharf has beon completed, 
and I think the property generally may be 
considered {o ba in a fairly. good condi- 
tion. Your Directors therefore feel justified 


As 
remium 
isgne during 
210,046.47 has 


shares 


fo Ts, 


jyear, The working acc-:unt shows a. credit 
balanca 


in recommending a reduced appropriation to: 


Repairs Account. Repairs. have b3en heavy 


during the past few years, but that is accounted :|: 


for in seme measure by thea raising of tho 
Godown floors above floor level. While on the 
subject of our property, I think it is only riglit 
that I should draw your attention {o the Con- 
servaucy scheme, under which Riparian Owners 
may eventually be compellud to bund ont their 
property to tho normalline, ta low estimate 
this weuld cost this Company close upen Ts. 
1 1,009,000, and although wo weuld obtain some 


valuable land the scheme would not very much , 
: increase the facilities wo already have for handl-: 


| ing our business, or as jaras-I can seo bring 
more business tous. It appears to us that the 
Chiuese Government io expecting tho riparain 
j.owners to bund the whole of the Shanghai 
t harbour with Concrete or Sheetpile buuding, 


free of cost to the territorial: Authorities,- who |! 


levy heavy tonnage dues, are asking too much, 
but as the matter is now under negotiation, it 
‘is unnecessary for me to say more for the 
present. Last year the Chairman repeated 
j his predecessor's s‘atement, by stating that 
in the opinion of the General Agents, 
Wharfingers business was absolutely an the 
crest of the wave, depression in the Import: 


Trade having kept, our godowns fillec, that | 


goods moved’ off more slowly than was-thén. 
anticipated js well known to you all. But now, 
Gentlemen, there is more lifa in markets, and 
goods are guing intu corsumption, thery is no 
disguising the fact that we cannot expect our 
earnings from storage, our chief source of 


income, to be anything like what they have been j 


[I think ws mny ; 


318,770.29 -in 1994, and the - Directors ¢ 
af” 


hav. generally fheen followad by a 


| rednced earnings, while cargo left ng to bs into 
; consumption, the ‘busindss bas invariably recover- 
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(ed with cver increasing vilality, and I have 
; every reason to Welieve that we are in a better 
' position to-day fo compete for the business of 
. this Pord (hain we have been before, 

Tno®heg to prep:sa that the Report and 
Accounts aa presented, bs passed: 

Mr. A. Meteod seconded, 

The Chairman—Gentlemes, the report: and 
accounts are vow before tha meeting for dis- 
cussion, I’ shall ke glad to an:wer any ques- 
i tious to the best of my ability, : 

Mr. I. 2 Michael—Mr. Chairman: 
i view of thé geusrally admitted 
Shanghai is suffering from an nnousual depres- 
sion in trade I should like to ask vou whether 
this sta nation has not made a difference in our 
business and if so to what extent. If you be 
no objection .L should very much like fo know 
what our sarnings have been for the two 
months «f tha present fear—Its—plready 
lepmpleted ¥ 

Tho Chairmas—I think if, you will look 
back to the history of the compauy you will 
find (hat ‘in times when business has been 
dupressed wa have bencfitid by it becatise as I 
sey our chief sourc-s of asrning is from 
storage, and for the last two years there has 
been a large amount cf stocks held here aud the 
company has banefited by it. ‘The eiruings for 
January and February this yeor amount to Ts, 
69,000 compared -with ‘Ils. 119.0 0 last year. 
If anyoue has any furth-r questions, to ask I 


Ta 


shall be g'ud to answer them. : 

Mr. Micheel—Thero is a difference of Ts. 
500-0 in two mbdnths as compared with last 
year, a 

The Chairman—T hat is gs). . 

Mi, Michael—TI am sorry to trouble 
again, Mr. Chtirman, but are we making 
provision for tla loss which I understand 
be necers.taled sx a consequence of the Whang- 
poo Courervaucy work, aud if so, how much are 
we set'ing aside for that pus pose ¥ SBR 


you 
any 


|. 
tion financially. ‘The cost of the Conservancy 
work to a great extcnt will bea capital charge 
and probably debentures will have to be issued 
if we have-to carry it out, At-present we are 
negotiating through the Consul-General with 
the Conservancy authoritivs as to whit pro- 
ceedure is to be fallowedgand! the matter is 
reatly not in such a sufficiently acai state 


to say very. much about it. 
‘here were no further questions a 
resolution as proposed was puf to the 


. = 7¢ * 
and declared unanimously carried. 


The Chairman then proposed that' a final 
dividend for the year 1907 of Tls.9 per share 
bo paid, ‘his was seconded Mr. Macray and 
passe . a : de : 

Mr. DP. Crighion proposed and Mr. Barff 
goconded that Messre. A. Mcleod, E, C. 


d the 


meeting 


giod of. 


bave - 


will 


The Chairman— We ars making no yrepara- 


Pedrce,-C. W. Wrightson dnd H. A. J. 


Macray and the senior, representative ‘of 
Messrs. Jardine, Mathesou & Go, Ltd.; ba 
re-elect d directors for the current year, 

On the propasition of Mr. A. Hleet seconded 
by Mr. Hl. J. Clark, Messrs. G.'R. Wingrove 
oud If, W. UG. Hayter were re-elected directors 
for the current year. 

Mr. F. ‘Anderton prepos:d that the directorg 
pay a bonus fo tha steff and that tho amoudt 
be laft. fo the discretion of (ie directors. 

Mir. Michael! seconded aud this was carried, 


‘ness. Dividend .warrants wiil be ‘ready to- 
morrow, ; 

- MreDunean Glass—On behalf of myself and 
other members of the staff I thank you for the 
bonus. 

Mr Michael—I propose a‘vote of thanks té 
the Chairman and the directors for the work 
they have done so exceedingly well, and I hops 
they will do the same in the future. ~ 

Mr. Evan Ormiston, managar of. the 
| Mercantile Bank of India Limited, HongKong, 
| on April Ist received. a telegram fromthe Head 
i Office stating that af the forthcoming general 
meeting of shareholders cf the Bank the 
Directors will recommand a dividend of 6 per 


during the past few years. I'he earnings tor: | cent per anuum on “ A and B” shares’ frea of 


January and February of this year plainly tel 
their tale. ‘The past nistory of the Company, 
however, shows as Chat although our good years 


«“ 


| income tax, that ££0.0U0 be added to regerve 
{fumd; t2Q) to Officers’ Pension fund; ° and 
£25,000 be carried forward, . : 

sae : ‘ 


< 


‘The Chuicwei=-1. think tliat denll-the bade 


é 


f-ct’ that 7 
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- JAPAN AND CHINA. 


THAT FAKUMEN RAILWAY. 


The Newchwang General Coambor of Com: 
merce desires us to publish the representations 
it hag made, and the resoluticn it adopted, as 
follows : 

1—The line of the propos:d HUsinmintun- 
Fakumen Railway at its nearest poiat of 
jan Sa namely at Fakamen itself, a 

ourishing township of some 40,00 inbabitants, 
ig 35 miles distant from the existing system of 
the South Manchurian Railway, -and separated 
therefrom ly the River Liao, an important 
water-way;: itself convtitating a natural traffic 
boundary betwee the~éxisting and proposed 
Railway systems. 

9—The trade of Fakumen and its hinterland, 
has always found ils nattral outlet to, and 
through, the larger town of Hsinmintun, a trade 
centre of growing importance, aud thence by 
-way of the Kaopanteze-Hsinmintun line of the 
Imperial Railways of North China, to the sea 
board at Newchwang and Ciinwangtao. It has 
never gone Eastward towards the townships 
and districts operated by the South Manchurian 
Railway, and therefore there are fo grouuds for 


Japan's contention that the proposed line which . 


will cater only for the trade of these regions, 
must be competitive ‘with, and detrimental to 
the interests of the Japanese lina. 
3—The proposed line has for its primary and 
sole objective the development of that vast 
region of fertile country, holding. countless 
commercial potentialities, stretching West 
and North-West of the river Liao, 
the reclamation and colonisation of which 
has now for . several years, and already 
with marked success been fvstered on 
every way “by the paternal Government, and 
ju this most beneficial scheme of development, 
the proposed railway is an absoluteley essential 
and vital factor, as these regions being poor in 
natural facilities such as navigable water-ways, 
by no other means, excepting only the con- 
struction of branch lines westward from the 
South Manchuria Railway system, can this 
development be assisted and promoted. Such 
branch lines, if constructed, could not be as 
efficient and economical agents of this develop- 
ment as the direct line proposed, and would 
necessarily do incalculable injury to the pro 
gpects and trade of the port of Nowchwang, 
which is tho natural outlet and distributing 
base for the country in questinn, by divesting 
from it to Dalny its legitimate trade. 
5—Assuming that Japan, as is alleged, ob- 
_ ‘tained from China in a subsidiary treaty the 
the undertaking— : 
“Not to construct, prior to the recovery by 
* them (China) of the said (South Manchuria) 
railway any line in the neighbourhood of 
and parallel to that railway, or auy lrauch 
line which.might be detrimental to the 
ia of the South Mancharis Lailway, 
The Committee of this Chambsr submits :— 
(a)—That the country.to be operated by the 
proposed line cannot be considered to be “in 
the neighbourhood” of the South Manchuria 


- Railway. (b)—That, as already demonstrated, 


it neither will nor can be competitive with, 
or in any way detrimental to the interests of 
the South Manchuria Railway. (c)—‘That in no 
country in the world, of similar population 
and topography,’ could, or would, the vested 
trade interests ‘or sphere of an existing rail- 
- way system be held to include so extensive 
an area, as to “preclude the construction of 
other lines, even though competitive vif in 
{he commercial sense that were possible), 
outside of a 35 mile limit. (d)—That Japan 
having in article 4 of the Portsmouth ‘'reaty 
pledged herself | 
“" © Not to obstruct any general measures, com- 
mon to allicountries, which China may 
take for the development of commerce and 
industry in; Manchuria etc.” 
her notion on exacting or r-ceiving from China 
an undertaking such as is alleged, which ig 
diametrically opposed on principle and practice 
to the pledge she had herself given to the 
‘World Powers, must’ be considered to have boen 
“yltra vires,” and therefore the said under- 
taking by China to be null and void, and of no 
effects. 


a 7 « 


‘operations in the 


~ 
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- 5—If however we assume farther the validity 
of the said undertaking by China, it still 
remains to be urged that such undertaking 
manifestly could not have application or 
reference to this territory westerly from the 
river Liao whioh, at the time of the recent 


-Russo-Japan War, was by China specifically 


proclaimed, and by the late bell:gerent Powers 
officially recognised to be neutral territory 
outside the area’ of hostilities, and therefore 
outside also of the political sphere - of 
treaty, negotiation or ongagement, wherein 
China’s Soverei;zn rights remained unques- 
tioned and unimpaired. obviously her intention 
in ‘such undertaking could only have bad 
reference to’ action within the area which 
furnished the cause of the late war, and became 
the territory which formed the subject of treaty, 
and therefore sudh undertaking cannot consti- 
tute any bar or obstacle to the construction of 
the proposed Heinmintun Fakumen Railway. 


On all these grounds in the opinion of the. 


Committee of this Chamber tho attitudef of 
Japan in relation to the proposed railway is as 
indefensible as it is directly opposed to the 
principle of “ Equal opportunity to all” and 
even a menace to ‘: the integrity of China,” and 
therefore tho following Resotation hes been 
unanimously adopted by the said Committee: — 

RESOLUTION :— The Newchwang General 
Chamber of Commerce being convinced that the 
extension of the Imperial Railways of North 
China from Hasin-Min-Tun to Fakumen and 
beyond is vitally important to the development 
and prosp:rity of Manchurian Trade, strongly 
protests against the steps now being taken by 
the Government of Japan to enforce the 
abandonment of this extension, Japan haviog 
specifically undertaken in the Treaty of Ports- 
mouth—‘ Not to obstract any general measures 
commun to all countries which China may take 
for the development of commerce and industry 
in Manchuria.” 

Newohwang, 16th March, 1908. 


COMMERCIAL. ° 
——_——— 
OPIUM, 
; Honaxona, April 2nd. 
Quotations are:— ‘ 
Malwa New ........ 1.8960 to 
Malwa Old to 
Malwa Older . to 
Malwa Very Old ......$1060 to 
Persian Fine Quality ..6800 to 
Persian Extra Fine ...$880 to 
Patna New g | to 
Patna Old . to 


Benares New ; to 
Bensres Old fo 


per picul. 
do. 


per chest, 
do. 
do. 
do. 


PIECE GOODS. 


Messrs. Noel, Murray & Co. of Shanghai, in 
their Piece Goods Report, for 26th ‘March, state :-— 
The market here has relapsed into a deadly dull 
state again, with a weaker Exchange and the 
home quotations for Cotton steadily dropping 
away. The moderate promise there was that 
holders might be able to cut some of the losses 
which have been looming up before them for 
months ‘past now has all but disappeared, and 
thoro is: no inducement to go in for hedging 
present uncertain ‘state of; the 
home markets. Native operators have become 
very reticent and are contenting themselves 
with looking on, afraid to mako offers lest they 
should be freated in the same way: buyers in 
home markets have found out to their cost. The 
whole trade is in altogether a too unstable 
position to encourage businéss either from stock 
or for forward delivery, and it is likely to be a 
caso of buyers sitting on the fence, waiting for 
something to turn up.to show which way the 
cat~is going to ‘jump. Two steamers have 
cleared for Nowchwang direct and have taken 
between 4,000 and 5,000 packages of 2Piece Goods 
and Yarn,- but it is rumoured this morning that 
telegrams had come in asking shippers here to 
hold back so of the cargo 
sending up. ether these messages were 
received in time to curtail shipments appests 
doubtful. Of the total gone forward some 2,300 
bales are said to consist of American domestics, 
the balance being Manchester goods and & 
inoderate quantity of Yarn. The Native 
Authorities are endeavouring to institute some 
reforms in thé monetary system in Manchuria 
in order to rehabilitate the copper coinage in 
circulation, which had dropped to such a heavy 


‘stécks showing 2 


they intended: 


‘demand and a slight ‘advance in values. 
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discount that the purchasing powers of the 
-labouring class had. been greatly curtai ed. 
Whether or no an arbitarily fixed rate,?snch ag 
now has been arranged, can be legitimately | 
inaintained remains to be seen, in face of the 
incxorable laws of supply and demand. It is 
much fo be feared that tampering with the 
currency in such a way will only le 
complications, as will the- reported intention of 
the Authorities in Moukden to- establish 
the dollar as the standard coin, thus introd ucing 
another element ofcExchange to confuse thp trade. 
of that Province in its-dealings with other parts 
of the country. Exchange on this rempi 
about 20 per cent. discount. Tientsin has been 
buying somé Yarns during the interval [but sd 
far as we can learn not much in the.way df Piece 
goods, and the samo may be said of Chefo9. 

River Porta are taking fair quantities of 

but the Szechuen orders are apparently being 
with-held in’ the hope of obtaining morc favour- 
ablo terms. ‘Tho Lancashire Cotton trade|is in a 
very depressed state, manufacturers fining it 
dificult to obtain orders at -remnnerative| prices, 
and for some weeks past the buying for China 
appears to have béen its chief mainstay. seems 
questionable now whether those purchases have 
been altogether judicious, considering the course 
the market has taken. Cotton is very w 
owing, it is supposed, to the prospective curtail- 
ment in the consumption in the United) States, 
and tho greater quantity available for ¢ port in 
consequcnce. Liverpool quotations camo| yester- 
day 5.71a spot for Mid-American and 5,204 for 
“futures? ‘Ld-day the spot price comes three 
points down, namely 568d and Egyptian $d. I¢ 
is worthy of note, however, that in jpriyate 
telegrania received to-day the opinion is ventured 
that pricos have touched bottom and a reaction 


may be expected. Prices in New Y rk are = 


coming down, the latest quotation for Pepperell 
Drills being 11s. 9d., but even that prige is not 
tempting enough in view of the quantity] already 
ordered for this market. dotton was} quoted 
yesterday 9.52 conts for July and October option, 
but to-day it comes 9.f5 certs for the| former, 
According to the “Summacy of Commerce and 
Finance of the United States” the total exports 
to China, for the year 1907, of Cotton Pic¢e Goods 
amounted to °38,443,859. yards valued at 
$2,678,528 against 271,112,275 yards: and 
$16,704,823 in 1906 and 562,732,721: yards and 
$33,514,818 in 1905, The total exports ‘of Cotton 
wouds to all Foreign Countries in 1907 waa 58 per 
cent less than 1906 and 73 per cent lpss than 
1905. There has been a hoalthy denjand for 
Yarns which holders have mot without much’ 
effort to maintain prices. All ‘kinds, “including 
Local spinnings, have participated in t r 
and cloarances have been excellent., 


YARN, 


Mr. P. Eduljee, in his Report dated Hong- 
kong 3rd April, 1908, states :—As premised, dealers 
have succeeded in forcing down, the ma ket, and 
present quotations are $1 per bale lower:|than last 
advised. Buyers are stillgholding off in the hope of 
further forcing down prices, but considering the 
condition of the Bombay market as well as Shanghai, 
holders latterly have assumed a bold fro 

satisfactory we* ex 
Sales during the : 


taking second place as to quantity. 
eamparstively? heyy and have exceeded deliveries, 
ks showin small increase on last} estimate. - 
The market closes quiet, but firn). 
interval aggregate 1521 bales; arrivals &mount to 
9996; unsold stock estimated at 31,000, and 
ufcleared yarn in second hands at abopt 12,000 
ibales. ocal Manufacture: — Continges quiet, 
Japanese Yarn :—Sales of 25 bales No. 323 at 317& . 
and of 16 bales No. 40s at $208 are reported. ” 
‘Cotton:——Both Indian aod China descriptions are 
dull: and quiet, 
auxious sellers at a8 
be induced. Estima 
and 475 bales China. . 
Indian and $21, t@ 24 -China. 
has‘fluctuated slightly and closes steady j y 
1414 for T/T and Rs. 142 for Post. O Shanghai 
74} and on Japan 91%, The undernoted usiness in 
imported and_ local spinnings is repomted from 
Shanghai. during the two weeks end: the 28th 
ultimo, viz :—Indian:— Market active with a good 
Total 
sales about 8,500 cales with an estimated stoek of 
about 75,009 bales. Japanese:—Are dul] and weak 
in sympathy with the home markets. otal sales 
about 500 bales on the basis of late quotations, 


Local :—Nothing dding from first hands. : 
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SHARE REPORT. 

_ HONGKONG, 3rd April, 19(8,—The compar- 
ative activity in the market, reportcd in our 
last, has been maintained to a certain extent, 
and although anytbisg lika a general all-rou d 
improvement is not: by any means apparent, 


’ even such a limited movement in the stagnant: 


pool is to be hailed with satisfaction, and as an 
encouragement to the market, With the ex- 


’ Geption of a still further rise in Sugars, and a 


slightly .better feeling in Banks, we have no 


we may.safely siy tkat a betfer feeling has 
prevtiled all ‘ronnd, end that an ino‘pient 
speculative demand is in evidence. Exchange 
ow London T/T 1/10 5. On Shanghai 744. 
Banks.— Hongkong and Shanghais have 
changed hands during the week, in fair quanti- 
ties at 690, 6924 and 695, closing wish sellers 
at the last rate Nalionals are enquired for at 
51, but shares’are scarce and firmly held, and 
we have heard of no sales. . ; 
Mazive Insvrances.— Unions:— With 
some few lots of shares forcad cn the market, 
chiefly from the North, the rate has declined 
(even in face of the good report just issued) to 
$8424 with sellers, and sales have been effected 
at $840, At time of closing, however, we have 
reason to believe that there are no more shares 
pressing on the market, and that higher rates 
may fairly be looked for. Cantons remain quist 


and without business at 240. There are no; 


changes or business to reportiin the Northern'Ina. 
Fira Insurnances.—Hongkongs have advan- 
ced to $300 with a demand at that rate and no 
gale to report. Chinas remain n<glected with 
sellers at 89. : - L- 
SHIPPING.—~Hongkong, Canton and Macaos 
call for no special remark. Sales have beon 
made of emall lots at 29, and the market, closes 


with probable further.small buyers at that rate |- 


and sellers at 293. China Manilas have further 
advanced to 14, with buyers, and wa have not 
heard of any shares obanging hands, holders 
still expecting a higher rate. Indoa and 
Douglases are unchanged and neglected. Star 
Ferries can be placed at the advanced rate of 30} 
and 15, but shares are ecarce, and no sales are 
teported, Shells have been enquired for at 453 
but none seem-to be available, and we have no 
businers to report. London quotes an advance 
. to 458. 6d. 
Docks, WHaRvVEs AND Gopowns.—Hong- 
‘kong and Whampoa Docks, with a small 
demand, have ruled considerably stronger, and 
-after a few small sales at 98, are enquired for al 
100 without bringing any shares on the market. 
Kowloon Wharves have changed hands at 53, 
but sellers rule the market at time of closing. 
Shanghai Docks have been steady at 79 and 80, 
closing nominal at the latter rate. Hongkew 
‘Wharves in Shanghai continue firm, and 
although they fell a f-w points in the middle of 
the week to 2173, they quickly recovered, and at 
time of closing have buyers at 220. In 
connection with this stock, we take the liberty 
of. quoting, without prejudice, the following 
extract from-Messrs Bisset & Co's, last circular: 
“The main feature of the week's business has 
been the rapid and extraordiffary riss in Shang- 
hai and Hongkew Wharf shares, and while ou 
-this: subject we cannot refrain from remarking 
that.we are unable to reconcile the present pric3 
of this: stock (brought. about ‘entirely by 
speculation) with the prospects of the serious 
diminttion of earnings for the coming year 
- foreshadowed by the Chairman in-his statement 
at the Annual General Meeting on the 23rd 
‘instant (March), and we think it our duty to 
call the attention of investors, both at home 
and abroad, to these points:”’ 
Reringeres. —China Sugars have continued 
’ to advance, and small sales are reported at $125 
and $130, market closing with buyers at the 
latter rate. A somewhat higher price’ might 
probably te paid for a suitable parcel, but for 
‘the moment the rate quoted is the only one we 
oan depend upon. lLuzons. unchanged, and 
again without.trangactions. 
Min tne, + Charbonnages con{inue in demand, 
-but as far as we oan judge there are very few 
‘shares on the Eas‘ern market, and even a few are 
not available to satisfy the demand. A higher 
rate then the quotcd one would in alt probability 
‘be paid for any shares put on the market. Lk: ubs 
“~Bave been the medium of a fair business at fro o 
7.80 to 8.20, and close with buyers at 8}. 
Langkats bave. improved to Tls. 460 in the 


‘plac-d in small lots at the impr 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REFORT 


North, and--look firm: at that; 
Engineerings have ruled steady to strong at 
Tle. 154 but we have no loéal business to'report. 

Lanps, Horetrs inp Buripmcs.—Hong- 
kong Lands, West Points, and Hongkong 
Hotels remain dull and neglected, the last having 
dropped a point to 7 with sellers. Humphreys 
have been dealt in to a fair extent at10 and close 
steady at that rate. Shanghai Lands arealillat) 06. 

Corton MILLs.—-We have. no change or 


“business to report ander this heading. 
special features to report, although we think |- 


ave 
eos have been 
ved rate of 11 
ex dividend, China Providents. at 83, Green 
Islands at 114, Electrics at 16 and Watsons at. 
10. Union Water boats are enquired for at 104, 
after small sales at 1! Wo -have nothing 


x = 


MISCELLANEOUS.—Campbelk , Moores 
receded-a point to 15, China-Borg 


‘farther to report under this heading. 


Quotations are as follows : — : 


Company. 
Albam)ra 
Banks— 


Patn =| QuoTations. 


Ps. 200 (Nominal 


Rec 9x‘ [$695, sellers 
Hongkong & S’hai...} $125, [London £75. _ 
National B. of China £6 $51, buyers 

Bell’s Asbestos KE. A...{12s. 6d. (S74, buyers 
China-LJornco Co . $12 sll, ‘ 
soe : (10 41. 
China Light & P. Co. L $1 5 135, 
China Provident is88, buyers 
Cotton Mills— ards 
Ts. 55 


139, _ 


f 
Hongkong : 
Toternational | ‘T's. 
Laou Kung Mow ...|Tls. 100 ;T'ls. 75. 
Soychee iT ls. HK). T1s. 260 

Dairy Farm . .......... { FGF 3174, buyers 

Docks & Wharves— ' 
H.& K. Wharf & G. 350 | 


If, & W. Dock 13100 sales& buyers 
“New Amay Dock... 3} (310 : 
Shanghai Dock ahd ‘ Te 

Bne. Co. Ld cdf e100 Ths, 80 
S’hai & H. Wharf.../T]s. 100 iT ls. 220 
Fenwick & Co.,, (ico... $25 (313, gollers 
G@. Islarid Cement. ... $10 [#114, sellers 
Hongkong & O.Gas... £10 jsl75 
Hongkony Electric... $10 1$16, 
Hongkong Hotel Coj.: $50 |$97, sellers 
Hongkong Tea Co $25 53225 
H.K. Milling Co, La.| #100 {$150 
Hongkong Rope Uo... $10 j$24§ 


5 


353, sellers 


L 


Insurances — 
Canton $210, sellers 
China Fire ; i389 sellers 
China Traders ......}° 25 fee buyers 
Hongkong Fire 7300, buyers 
North China Tls. 81, buyers 

$842}, sellers 

( $147} 

Yangtszoe 1 3137} . 

Land and Buildings—] : 
H'kong Land Invest. 
Humphrey’s Estate 
Kowloon Land & B, 
Shanghai Land...... 
West Point Building 


$10), sales . 

#10, sales& buyers 
$25, sellers 

Tle. 106 

349, 


Mining— 

z 1$540, buyers 
$8}, buyers 

$18, sellers 

$2, sales 

$8, buyers 


Peak Tramways 
Philippine Co. ......... 


Refineries— 
China Sugar 
Luzon Sugar......... 
Steamship Companies 
China and Manila... 
Douglas Steamship 
H., Canton &M. ... 


Indo-China S. N. Co. 


ners igg! 
Shell Transport Co.; £1 {45/- 
Star Ferry | $10 :$80}, buyers 
35 '3154, buyers 
$25 '$23, buyers 
33 (86, sellers” 


Isis, buyers 
jR16 


: Is14, buyers, 
1340, sellers 


$15° |$294, sellers 


South China M. Post. 
Steam Laundry Co. ... 
Stores & Dispensaries. . 
$10 |$15 sales 
$10 |$5 
_ $10 1824 
$10 $10, 
$100 $165 
$4 $11, buyers 
$10 |$150, buyers 
$10 '3104, buyers - 


Watson &Co., A. S. 
Wiesmann Ld. ......... 
United Asbestos 

Do, Founders 
Union Waterboat Co. 


a 
VERNON & SMYTH, Brokers. ; 


hinese | 


‘week, and quotatiéns remain unchanged.’ 


Messrs. J. P. Bisset & Co.’s sharé report for.the 
week ending 26th March, .says:—Most of the 
brokers have heen well employed this week in 
making adjustments for their clients for the com- 
ing settlement on the 27th instant: 6 main 
feature of the week’s befcs has been tho rapid 
and oxtraordinary rise in Shanghai and ongkew . 
Wharf shares, and while on this subject we can- 
not refrain from remarkitig that we are unable to 
reconcile the present price of this stock (brought 
about entirely by speculation) with the aspects 
of the serious diminution of ‘earnings for Ehe com- 
ing year foreshadowed by the Chairman. in his 
statement at the Annual General Meeting on the 
23rd instant, and we think it our duty tojcall the 
attention of investors, both at home and| abroad, 
to these points. There is no marked é @ to 
report in other stocks. Banks.—Hongkpng and 
Shanghai Banks, have been again dealé in this 
week at $7124, and there are fnrther uyers at 
this rate. The T. T. on London to-da ie 
Insurance.—A sale of Yangtsze Insurance old 
shares has tuken place at $150. Shi ping.— 


“There:is no lusinese reported this week] Docks 


and Wharves.— Some demand arose for settlement 
shares, and transactions are recorded at Tis. 79 
and Tis. $0 for March. Shanghai and Hongkew . 
Wharves.—On the 19th instantthe market opened . 
at I'ls, 216 for cash and Tis. 221-14 for June oum 
diy. The next sales reported were) at Ts. 217 
March and Tls. 224 for June, followed by trans- 
actions on the 2lst at Tls. 220 for March. A 
strong demand for settlement shares caused the 
rate to advance on the 23rd to Tis. 225.March and ~ 
Tls, 227) for June. On tho 24th ‘shares coin- 
menced to be quoted ex div. and a further spurt 
set in carrying the March rate to.Tls, 218! and 
Tls. 220 ex div. Again yesterday many trans-_ 
actions were recordéd at Tls. 221, anda small sale “- 
took place at Tls. 223. The Market closes with 
sellers at this figure. Sugars.—There is nothing 
reported this week. Mining.-Thero is {nothing 
reported this week. Lands,—Shanchai Lands -- 
are in demand at Tls. 106. Industria].—Ewos 
has been dealt, in for March at Tis. 56 ‘and Ts. * 
55. Shanghai Gas Co.—Transactions are reported 
at Tig. 106 and a few shares are on offer at this 
price.: Maatschappij &c. in Langkats. —The 
market opened with sales at Tls. 445 and Ts, 
4£24 for cash and March, and on the 23rd declined 
to Tls, 44) for cash, Sales were also mado at Tis. 
455 and Ts. 4573 for June. A good demand then 
set in and rates at closing are Tls. 445 for cash, 
with buyers at Tls. 4574 for June. Shanghai 
Sumatra Tobacco Co.—Shares suffered a severe. 
decline oh the report of the first sale of this - 
Season’s Tobacco. ‘The market has been much 
upset and cash shares.are obtainable at Tls. 100 
and there are sellers forward at about this rate. 


‘Shanghai Eleétriec Constructién Co.—Shares have 


declined to £11 12s.6d. Sellers. Miscellaneous.— 
Only & very trifling business has been done this 
Loans 
and Debentures—Shanghai Municipal aSix per 
cent. debentures have been dealt in at Ts. ‘99; 
Chinese Goyernmént E. Loans have been placed 
at ‘I'ls. 250. ; 


EXCHANGE, 

d FRiDAY, April 3rd 
Lonpon.—Telegraphie Trausfer../1/10 7, 
Bank Bills..on demand Yd 
Bank Bills, at 30 days’ sight 
Bank Bills at 4 months’ sight 
Credits, at 4 months’ sight 1/1'¢ 
Docu nentary Bills, 4 moni hs’ sigfit 1/11 
-Paris.—Bank Bills, on,demand 
Cr-dits 4 months’ sight 
GERMANY.—On demand __............ 19 
New York.— Bank Bills, ondemand t¢ 
Credits, 60 days’ sight 47° 
BomsBay.—Telegraphic Transfer ... 

E,ank, on demand 
CaLtcora.—Télographic Transfer 1415 
Baok on demand , 
SHanauat.—Rank, at sight 
Private, 30 days’ sight : 
YououamMa.—On damand 
Manits.—On demaud 2 
31NG i PORE.—On demand 234. p.o. pm. 
Bitavia.—On demand ...........: -.4.112 

y HarpHCONG.—On demand 

¥ SAIGcon—On demand © 
Bsna :oK.—On demand 


GOLD Lear, 100 fine, per tael ........4... 
Bar SILveEr, per 02 : 
ane UBSIDIARY COINS. 
Chinese | 2) cents pieces 
oe 10 7 ” 
Horgkong 20 _,,‘ 
- . 10 


id 7 ” 


0 oe me LUT 


Nl. ner 


DR SHIPPING. 


AERIVALS AND DEPARTURES SINCE LAST 

i Mat. Sok as 
March— ARBIVALS. 

27, Breconshire, British str 

27, Chowfa, German str.,from Bangkok. 

27; Empire, Britigh str., from Sydney. 

27, Hikosan Maru,Jap. str., from Kuchinotzu. 

97, Holstein, German str:, from Tourane. 


>. 99, Nore, Brilish str., from London. 


2%, Pingsuey, British sir., from Singapore. 
27, Prinz Ludwig, Ger. str., from Yokohama. 
27, Taming, British str., from Manila. : 
27, Tjipanas, Dutch str., from Moji. ‘ 
27, Yawata Maru, Jap. str., from ‘Rangoon. 


98, Benmobr, British str., from Yokohama .' 


28, Fakushn Maru, Jap. str., from-Anping. 
98, Hupeb, British str., from Haiphong. 

28, Meefoo, Chinese str., from Shanghai. 

28, Spir, Norwegian str., from Bangkok. 

28, Strathheven, British str., from Newcastle. 
28; Tjilatjap, Dutch str., from Maocassar, - 
29, Appalachee, Br. str., from San Francisco. 
99, Haiching, Lritish str., from Coast Ports, 
29, Ithaia, German str., from Saigon. 

99, Knivsberg, G-rman sir., from Macao. 
99, Lydis, German str, from Wuha. 

- 99 ‘Nenmuehlan, German str.. from Moji.° 

99, Northbrook, Brit. transpor', from Madras. 
99, Polynesien, Frénch str., from Yokohama. 
99, Rajaburi, German str., from Bangkok. 
“9 Soshu Maru, Jap. str; from Shanghai. 
29’ Taiwan, Brit. str,, from Hon, Kope Bay. 
99, Yochow. British str, from Shavghai. 
30,-Armand Behis, Fr. str., from Marseilles. 
80, Awa Maru, Japanese’str., from Kobe. 
30, C. Diederichsen, Ger. str., from Haiphong. 
30, Chiyuen, Chinese str., from Shang bai, 
30, Chunsang, Britieh str., from Java 

- $9, Hailan, French str., from Haiphong. 

30, Hongmoh, British str., from Penang. 

30, Monmouthshire, Br, str., from Shanghai. 
30, Nameang, British str, from Calcutta. 
30, Nanshan, British str.,.from Saigon. 

30, Proteus, Norwegian str., fr.m Bangkok. 
30, Siam, British str, from Singapore. | 

30, Tjikini, Dutch str.. from Moji. os 
30, Tungus, Norwegian str., from Portland. 
30, Wakamatsu Maru, Jap. str., from, Mcji. 
30, Yuensang, British str., from Manila, 

31, Ajax, British str., from Shanghai.. 

_ 81, Cheongshing, British str., from Tiontsiv. 
31; Monteagle, British str., from Vancouver, 
31, Paklat, German str., from Bangkok. 

31, Wakamiva M., Jap str., from Singapore.’ 
31, Zafiro, British str, from Manila. 


April— 


_ 1, Chihli, British str., from Haiphong. 
1, Haitan, British str.,.from Coast Ports. 
1, Merapi, Datch str., from Singapore. 
2, Devanha, British sir, from Bombay. 
9 Glenogle, British str.. from Singapore. 
2, Indien, Danish str, from Singapore. 
2, J. Diederichsen, Ger. str., from Hoihow. 
9, Kwongsang, British str., from Shanghai. 
March— _-. DEPARTURES. 
97, Hilary, German atr, for Saigon 
27, Johanne, German str.. for Swatow. 
97, Kueichow, British str., for Wethaiwei. 
27, Landrat Scheiff, Ger. str., fr Saigon. 
27, Locksun, German str., for Swatow. 
27, Loongsang, British str., for Manila. 
97, Pring Ludwig, Ger. str., for Europe, &o. 
. 27, Triumph, German str., for Hoihow. 
98, Aldenham, Br. str.. for Anatralian Porte. 
98, Breconshire, Britieh sfr.. for Shanghai, 
28, Nicomedia, .G-rman str., for Portland. 
28, Nord, British str., for Foochow. - 
98, Nora, British str, for Shanghai. - 
98, Omura Maro, Japanese atr., for Saigen- 
28, Pocahontas, British efr., for Moji. 
28, Rubi, Britirh str., for Manila. 
98, Yawata Marn, Jap. str., for Taketeao. 
28; Yesan Maru, Japavese str., for Saigon. 


' 99, Daijin Maru, Japanese sr, for Swatow. 


29, Empire, Britieh etr., for Moji. | - 

29, Frithjof, Norwegian str., for Saigon. 
29, Hanoi, French str., for Hoihow. . 
29, Hikosan Marn, Jap. str., for Kuchinotzu. 
29, Matilda Kornor, Ger. str., for Hongay. . 

- 29, Michael Jebsen, Ger. str., for Hoihow. 

29, Pisigsuey, British str., for Yagasaki. 

29, Yahiko Maru. Japanese str., for Kobe. 
30, Armand Behia, Fren. str., for Shanghai. 
30, Benmohr, British str., for Singapore. 
30, Chowfa, German str., for Hoihow. = 
30,' Sungkiang, British ste., for Cebu.” | 


+p 
pap 


., from Singapore. . 


| 


i 


THE BONGKONG WEEXLY PHEge 


= — : 
$1, Childar, Norwegian atr., for Swatow. 
81, Clara Jebsen, German str., for Tsingtau. 
81, Haiching, British str., for Coast Ports. 
31, Lellas, German str., for Saigon. 
31, Huichow, British str., for Chefoo. 
31, Kaga Maru, Japanese str., for Shanghai. 
31, Keongwai, German atr., for Swatow. 
31, Mausang, British str., for Sandakan. 
31, Myrtledene, British str, for Hongay. * 
31, Polynesion, French str., for Europe, &o. ; 
34, Siam, Rritish str, for Tientsin. 
31, Taming, British str., for Maffila. 7 
April— 
1, Ajax, British str, for Saigon. — 
1, Arratoon Apcar, Brit. str., for Singapore: 
1;Awa Maru, Japanese str, for Singapore, 
}, Fukushu Maru, Jap. str, for Swatow. 
1, Hailan, French str., for Pakhoi. = 
1, Halvard, Norwegian atr, for Singapore. 
1, Hongmoh, British str., for Amoy. 
1, Kiyo Mara, Japanese str., for Yonganpoo. 
1, Konivsberg, German sfr., for Hoihow | 
1, Monmouthshire, Brit. str, for Bangkok. 
1, Northbrook, British transporf, for Taku. 
1, Tingsavg, British str., for Shanghai. 
1, Tjibodas, Dutch str., for Yokohama. 
2, Fansang, British str, for Saigon. 
2. Hupeh, British str., for Hoihow. 
2: Laertes, British str., for Saigon. 
2, Soshu Marn, Japanese str., for Swatow. 
9 Tjilatjap, Dutch str., for Shanghai. 
9, Wakamiya Marn, Jap. str., for Shanghai. 
2, Yunnan, British atr., for Suanghai. 


i 


PASSENGERS. 
. : ARRIVED. my 

Per Mrnteagle, for Hongkong, from Vancou- 
ver, Rev. and Mra C. A. Gaff, Mrs 4. D. Craf 
Misa Craft, Master A. Hugher, Messrs. G. EB. 
Evans; G. F. Dee, F. W. Daniels and J. Darby; 
from Kobs, Mr J. W, Bradley ; from Shanghai, 
His Excellency Sir,John Jordan, K.c.MG,, 
Dr. J. Moorhead, Messrs. G. Pearce and Sydney 
Mayers. . : 

Per Prinz Ludwig, for Horgkong, from 
Nagasaki, Meesrs. J. Shibuya and Evington ; 
from Shenghai, Mr‘acd Mrs Lyons, Miss Mand 
Maxwell, Rev. A. Colvin, Messrs. P. H. B. 
Young, J. G.de Pinna, H. R. Kinnear, M. J. 
Quin, van der Loo, Oscar Blan. E.O. Barber 
and Pethie. 

Per Devanha, for Hongkong, from london, 
Mr and Mrs Hippisly Cox, Mra J. P. Fernald, 
Miss Hicks, Miss Kata, Messrs. Hutchinson, J. 
Parr, A. TH. Salaman and Marriott; from 
Marseilles: Mr and Mrs Dignosse; from 
Brindisi, Miss B. Condé; from Bombay, Miss 
M. Ashworth, Messts. A. B. Bell, B. Paget, R. 
D. Davies, G. M. Clayton, A, C. Woodward 
and Z. Peerbhoy; from ‘Colombo, Mr and Mrs 
Breie:on, Mr and’Mrs Keens, Major and Mrs 
Cookson, Col. and Mra Andereon, Col. and Mrs 
Stanton, Dr. & Mrs Monaco, Miss Fleurschien, 
Miss E. Hutton, Col. G. H. Gimlelle. Comte 
Clary, Messrs: W. O. David. G. R. Gillinglax, 
Roeewell, A. V. W. Gibbs, R. Taylor, A. M. 
Johnston, S. Roche, A. P. W. Sandford..-H.- 
Hunter, E. R. Thomas, F. Barlow and F. A. 
Penny; from Penang, Messrs. H. Fry and E. 
B. Taylor; from Singapore, Miss Ada Pagh, 
Dr. Weghorn, Messrs. W. R. Stikeman, W.D. 
Graham and 8. Baker; for Manila, from | 
Colombo, Mr H. F. Morlis; for Shavghai, from’. 
Marseilles, Mr aud Mrs F. Smith, Mrs Paget, 
Miss de Gouchy, Messrs. H. E. Ramsey, J, 


(Apel 41008, 

Per Zafiro, from Manila, ‘Me and Mra Dupoy, — 
Mr and Mrs Upjohn, Mr and Mrs Aalt 
and Mrs Hewett, Mr and Mes Gough, & 

Mrs Cory, Mr and Mrs Parry, Judge, Mrs and 

Master T'racey, Judge.and Mrs Johnston, Mrs 

| Cooper, Mra Sibley, Mrs G, Potter, Mieags Mo- 

Phierson, Sercomta, Bassett, Knight and Clark, 

Capt. Higgine, Col. Lybrand, Lieut. Watson, 


*} Mesara. F. Hagen, Gandnetar: Satton, | J.-Q, 


Boor, Latham amara, Hngster, Dosovan 
Mansfield, Theobald, Smith, Loories, |Cam- 
panols, Crebas, Clemson, MoGrath, Lord and’ 
Lady St. Clair Parry. ; 

aL 3 DEPARTED.. | 


_ Per Aldenham, for Australian Ports, 
Mrs H. Lyons and children, Mrs Leon, 
M. Atalaya, Rev. A, Colvio, Mesars, F 
fonza, F. Rodrigues, J. J. Guerra, J. Fer- . 
nandes, A. G. Wood, J. Orange, KE. O. Barber - 
and P, Young. ° Sy! : 

Per Rubi, for Manila, Mr and (Mes |L. T. 
Gibbens, Mr and Mrs 8. J. P. Brown. read 
Mrs C, F, Michaela, Mr and Mis. 'W. ‘Halls, 

rs.1. Hayden, Mrs C. J. Garnsey, Misses 2. 

; ttaker, E. E. Kirk and W. Mills, Capt. 

[ Pepieqne, Messrs,'A. Welli, F. Gutteriey, 8. 
Wolff, 2. Luttringhaos, W. A. Greenlay, H. 

! Ruttonjee, L. BE. Pope, L. Wolter, L. D. Harris, 
P. M. Cook and R. D. Blanchard. a 

Per Prinz Ludwig, for Hamburg, &., Mr and 
Mrs A. W. Brewin, Mr and Mrs Brace, Mr and 
Mrs Berriok, ohild and servan | Mr aud Mra A. 

' Bartham, Mr aud Mrs Cortland Myers, Mr.and 
, Mrs A. H. W. Cramer, Mr and Mrs G. Davies 
“ children and servant, Mr.and Mrs Denhiz and 
| family, Mr and Mrs Deeger] Mr and Mrs 
Eokert, Mr. and Mrs Heiarich, Mr and Mrs 
Hubin and children, Mr aud Mrs Jam-q Joha- 
stov, Mr 4nd Mrs Geheimrat Klingelhoefer, 
Mr and Mrs H. Looker, Mr and Mrs A. Meyer, 
‘Mr and Mre John C. Moore, Mr and Mrs 
Ostermeyer, Mr and Mrs Pieris, Mr a Mrs - 
Petherbrigde, Mr and Mrs Roper, Mr d Mrs 
. Remedi, Mr and Mrs Schubert and baby, Mr 
‘and Mrs Haupt. Schinzinger, Mr Mrs 
Savage, Mrand Mrs Taylor and son," 
Mrs R. G. Thomas, Mr and Mrs Thyssqn, Mr 
and Mrs Watanabe, child and sérvant, Mr and 
Mrs Weissmann, Mr and Mrs Woo 
Capt. and Mrs Bohn, Dr..and Mre J. H. 
Cardnoy, De, and Mrs Maccartully and family, 
Rev. and Mrs M. D. Dunning &, children, Rev., 
Mrs and Miss A.B. Hutchinson, Consul and Mrs 
‘Freudenberg, Mrs and Mias Evington, Mra W. 
Bode, Mrs Biivfernicht nud child, Mra Bryson, ° 
‘irs Bisobard and cbild, Mrs Bell, Mra. Desoliers 
aud children, Mrs G. J.-Feasler, Mra (Grrason 
and 2 children, Mrs Ralph Harper andj child, 
Mrs Lennox, Mrs.E. B. Lower, Mre Mikimoto 
and child, “trs Musso, Mrs J. Nagano, M 
Pardon and children, Mra Eluonore Ro 
Richard, ohild and servant; Mrs A. Weis 
aod child, Mrs G. A. Watkins and 
Misses 1'. A. Blankwaerde, Liliao 
Bryson, Beschera, A. V. Dommelin jand 3 
obildren, Freath, Gibb, Harvict, Higgins, Bane, 
+ Silvia Lauro, M. A. Mackey, Risch, 8. Sommers, 
Sobub: rt, Schactebeck Vollmar, Weinland aud 
Kathe Weioland, Capt. G. 8. Holmes, Capt 
Ipland, C pt. Parker, De. Brans, De. H. Boolin, 
Dr. Eleanor J. Pcud, Prof. Grosse, Lieat.C. A. . 
Mason, General Wogak, Messrs. H: C| Augu- 
stesen, Brauer, Buelle, R. F. MoBain & servant, 
P. van Bossum, Borioalli, Berrick, D. W.jCooper 
and family, Cumberleigr, threafels, Bi Harry 


Addeson and J. §. Ford; from Bombay, Mr e | | dee, Siegmund. Freudenberg; Gayton, B, Max. . 


Hall; from Colombo, Mr and Mrs Poad, Mr 
and Mrs'G. A. Cox, Dr. and Mrs Babington 
and 3 children, Capt. and Mrs Davidson-Craig, 
Misses Cox, Thomas, ‘Gittins and<J. Facott, 
Messrs. Platt, Lyall and H. G. Evans; from 
Penang, Mr G. E. Bagnall; from Singspore, 
Mr and Mrs King and servant, Misses W. B. 
Johnston and Smernoff, and Mr ‘G. Reddich; 
for Kobe, from Marseilles, Mrs Learmouth ; 
for Yokuhama, from Mereeilles, Capt. acd 
Lady Henderson, Baron “Von Warmt, Major 
Sainborne-Palmer, Messrs. H. de Pouthiére 
and R G. Wright; from Brindisi, Mr 4H. 
de Gray; from Bombay, Mr., Mrs and Miss 
Norbuey, Sir and.Lady C. Jehanjir and 
servant, Misser ‘Johanjir and N. Bodkin, 
Messrs. C. Jehanjir and Macaulay; from 
Colombo, Mr and Mrs Cornes; Mr and Mrs 
Schloss, Pref. and Miss McCook, Mrs Taurer, 
Mrs Bodanzky, Misses (3) Bagnall; frem 


Singapore, Dr. W. H. Audersop. - 


lor r 


Hauffe, Juan Hens, Carl L. Heiaemana, H, 
Hill, -G. A. Helfort, 8. P. Joaquin, Jones and 
family, Katz,.4, Kawai, Koller, R. Kuiftal, - 
K orvetten-Kapilaa.de Luca, Rob, Laodmetdra, = 
Ant, Maroh, Meuring, Mussow, Fits Hagh Lies 
Minigerode, E. T. Marples, W. H. Moore, 
Morris, Marty, G. R. Owens, A. W. L.:Oliver, 
N. Play, L. Prenslaw, G. Perk, D, Pannemann,. 
W. 8.8. Pieris, A. Rose, Rosil. Rodrigues, M. 
Sessiri! B. Stewart, Schulz W. Sinnat, W. 
Schreiterer, Schmalb-ck, Hrich ‘8churmana, 
Sigal 11. G. Thompson, Tantanella, J. Phomp- 
son, V. Velacqaes, W. Walber, J. H.) Wood, 
Waechter, Wurstener, Wilkinson, Wiittschie- 
ben, £. Weidmann, Zeissler and Ziemsspn; © 


Printed: ‘end published by Bertram Avaustus 
Hark, for the Concerned, at 10a, Des Vooux 
Roud Central, -City of Victoria, Hongkong, - 
London Uffice’181, Fleet Street, BC) 


